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And

Qiu-Hf'ton.

is

there not also a tlieoiy that ho

was not cut l>y a saber

pertbratiMl wilh hiilU'ts?

—simply

have not heard of that.
Wliere, according to your itiforniation, was the saber wound iuliictcd?
the head ou the top of the head. And my information as to that wound
that it would ha\'e been a niorfal one.
I

A)if<H'i'):

Qiiestion.

—

On

Atisivci:
v\'as,

at all

By Mr. Blah:

:

your information that this body of negroes were armed ?
Jnsiixr. Not as a body. There were six or sca'cu hundred negroes there.
Question. Generally spiiakiug, were they all armed ?
Ansicer. O, no comparatively very few of them there were a few of them that were
armed.
Question. With guns?
Ansicer. Yes, sir; with guns.
Qiiesiion. Is it

;

;

Question.

And

pistols?

Answer. It is further in evidence that there was a carpet-bag of pistols alid some gnus
in a wagou, a few guns and some pistols in a carpet-sack, and then a few of th<; party
liad their guns; but the great balk of the crowd, as I uuderstaud it, were unarmed.
Question. Some of them had sabers?
Aumver. Yes, sir some of them had sabers, some army rifles, some shot-guns.
Question. You sil^' they returned and passed through Artesia from a meeting elsewhere was it your information that they weut there with any design to intiuiidate
other parties ?
Answer. It is not so demonstrated no such idea as that is demonstrated.
;

;

;

Question.

Demonstrated?
I have not heard that idea develoj)ed from any reliable source.

Answer. Developed.

By

the

Chaikmax

:

any evidence going to show that they went there with an expectation of meeting a body of men and committing violence?
Ansicer, No, sir: none that I have ever heard.
Question. Is there

Columbus,

ROBERT GLEED
By

the

(colored)

Chairman

Mississippi, Novemder 10, 1871.

sworn and examiued.

:

Question. Please state wliere you live.
Ansiuer. I live here in Columbus.
Question. What ofdcial position do you hold at this time

?

Answer. Senator from the eighteenth senatorial district.
Question. How long have you lived in this State?
Answer. I have been here since ISoo
Question. Are you pretty well acquainted with the people of this county ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. When were you elected State senator?
Answer. In 18G9.
Question. Do you know or have you heard of any outrages of any character committed upon colored people by bands of men disguised ?
Answer. I cannot say I know of my own personal knowledge. I have heard of a
good many outrages being committed ou colored people.
Question. Have you ever received any Ku-Klnx notices yourself?
Answer. Yes, sir I have.
Question. When and what was the character of the notices ?
Answer. I forget the exact date, about this time last year. The character of the notice w,as that my behavior would not be long tolerated as it was; that I had to change
my course, or they w^ould visit me on the iirst bloo<ly moon.
Question. How was it signed ?
Answer. It was signed by tlie Ku-Klux Klan, three Q's.
Question. Three K's ?
Answer, I mean three K's was the signature.
Question. Have you ever received more than the one letter ?
Ansicer. No, sir.
Question. Have you ever seen disguised men ?
Answer. No, sir; I have never seen any.
Question. You say you have been iaformcd of several outrages committed. You may
;

;
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11]) witliout fnitlier (inestion, one In' one, and jj,ive llic names of the persons
and win u and Avlicrc llic occnrrenoes took i)lac(>,
Aiikcir. There was a man in the knver part of this connty, I forget his first name,
l>y the name of Mason, that was kiUed by persons in dis^^nise, abont ten miles from
here that was the name he went by when he was killed don't know what his master's
was i)rior. Some people go by two or three names; some people eall them by tlie
master's name; and very often" they assume their own name. His name was Masou
when he was killed.
(Jiictfiion. How long ago was this ?
Jiisivcr. That "vvas last fall.

take llicm

'!

out);im'(l,

;

;

Question. Was he u colored
Ansrcer. Yes, sir.

man

?

Qucstion.A)id yon understand how large the party was that visited him ?
AufiUiT. The pVrsons told me there were abont titty in the gang that killed him.
Quc.'slion. Did they tell him what they were killing him for t
Answa: I think not, sir ; they came to his house in the night, and called him up and
he refused to come out, and, I think, fired on them at the time, and they shot him through
the cracks of his house and some other parties were there and would have fired on
them, but there was so many of them, and there was only one or two guns on the
plantation, and they would not attempt any resistance.
(Jtu'slhn. What plantation ?
AitsHTr. It was on young Halbert's, about nine miles from here.
Question. What is the next case ?
Ansirey. There was a man killed below here about sixteen or eighteen miles, by the
name of Dick Malone.
Question. By persons in disguise?
Answer. They say they were disguised.
Question. That was in Noxubee County ?
Answer. Yes, sir ; it's the adjoining otmnty bordering on this county.
Question. W^e have heard the particulars of Maloue's death, and you need not pause
;

upon

that.

Answer. Well, there was another man that was whipped very severely up above here.
He can be
I don't know that I know his name, but he was whipped almost to death.
had here now he has been before the grand jury he lives a few miles above here I
have seen him.
Question.

;

;

;

When was

he whipped

?

Answer. That was along about June or July of this year, while he was making his
crop, because he said he came very near losing his crop from the whipping.
Question. You do not remember his name 1
Ansicer. No, sir.
Question. What jilantation was he on?
Answer. I don't remember the place. I can ascertain his name and the name of tho

There was a man by the name of Joshua Hustin he says he knew the
he is on the grand jury now; he lives in this county, down at Crawfordsville.
However, he said that the parties that visited him were uot in disguise in the face
they were disguised otherwise, biit their faces were not covered up.
Question. Go on with the list.
Answer. I don't know that I know of any other cases.
Question. Have you heard of any other cases of colored people being whipj)ecl?
Ansica'. Yes, sir; I have heard of others being whipped, several others, but I cannot
think of the places and times. Out here last spring, prior to that, a man was taken
out; he was whipped very severely; that was about Maj', I think.
Question. Do you remember his name?
Answer. No, sir I can get both the names, though. They lived here near town they
came to town at the time and had considerable trouble about it.
i:)lautation.

parties

;

;

;

Question.

You had?

;

Answer. No, sir; the grand jury was then in session, and we tried to get him to report the names of the persons to the grand jurj', but he said for fear of personal violence he would not do it, and wc could not force him to do it. He said about fifty
visited him, and he knew a good many of them that whipped him.
Question. Fifty ?
Answer. Yes, sir; others said the same thing who saw them pass along the road that
night.
Question. How many cases in all do you suppose you have heard of coloretT men being
whipped by men in disguise iu this county ?
Answer. I don't think I know of or have heard of more than abont sis in this county.
There was a colored woman taken out up here on Buttahatchie, on Mr. Herring's plantation
I don't know her name.
Question. She was taken out and whipped?
;

Anstve): Yes,

sir.

;
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Question. By dis^iiiseil uil-ii ?
Ansticr. W-^, sir; by persons iu disj^uisc; that is, tliey said they were in disguise.
loug ago was this ?
Question.
Answer. This was along al)out July, I tliiuk, sir.
Question. Wliat was sLk' wliippcd lor?
Ansnei: Tliey said she and Mrs. Herring a few days prior to tho whipping had had

How

was supposed they wliipped lier on tliat aoconnt. There has been
some words, and
two cases taken out, white men; tliey were taken out in this town and v* hipped.
the men that were tried for attemj)tiug
Question. The committee has heard of those
il,

—

to rob Mr. Tyler?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.
Question.

that.

The conmiittcc have Ibeen informed of that case; you need not pause upon
of any schools bting interrupted in this county?

Have yon known

Antiiver. Tlie schools in the northern^} oition, ncutheastein jiortion, and unrthwcstern
])ortion of the county have been broken np, and in some i)laces you could not establish
schools at all on account of these parties. Ycm could not get teachers to teach them.
Ail the schools in the first district, that is, north of this j)lace, have been broken up,
excepting one that was in a thickly colored i)opulation or neighborhood; but all the
others were broken up that I had knoAvkdge of np there, and some they could not
establish on that account. They could not get anybody to teach them up there, for
fear of their lives, either white or colored.
Qiicstio)'. Have you heard of a man by the name of Jacob Hicks, and his wife, living
about six miles from there in a northeast direction, being whipped early last spring
Ansiver. That is the man I spoke of, not his wife, but himself.
Question. The man I refer to was living with Mr. Burden.
Ansu-cr. I don't know that I know who he was living with, hut he wasliviug between
five and six miles from town.
Question. Is that the man you referred to in your evidence ?
'/

Anstcer. Yes, sir.
Question. Have you

heard of the case of George Iron, who was whipped in this coirnty
about the 19th of April— a colored man f
The legislature met on the 1st of January, and, up to the 1st of
Aiisu-cr. No, sir.
Way, I Avas at home very little. There was considerable excitement here concerning
the'whijiping, and one thing and another. I was not here.
Question. Have you heaill of a colored woman, who lived near Caledonia, being

whipped?

the woman,
Have you heard

Answer. Yes
Qiiesiion.

;

I

presume,

ot

I

have told you of, on Mr. Herring's place.
colored man, living at Ed Hutchinson's,

Ned Murphy, a

having been whipped
The Witness. How far is that from town ?
Mr. EiCE. In the neighborhood ot Caledonia.
Answer. No, sir; I don't think I have. At what time?
',

The

CiiAiKJiAX. It

was

last April.

Answer. No, sir I have heard of a great many cases, passing back and forth, but I
could not remember the time and then there was a great deal of excitement about
that time. Very little of the time trom January to the 1st of May, I was not at home a
great deal of-th'e time I was not at home at all between the 1st of January and the loth
of jSIay.
Question. Have you heard of the case of Joe Turner, who worked with John Stevenson?
Answer. No, sir I have not heard of his case that I know of, by that name, as I told
you there are some parties that I don't know the names of; he probably may be one of
;

;

;

,

those.
Question.

Do you know the condition of things in any of the adjoining counties, as
to the existence of any Ku-Klux disturbances?
Answer. Well, last spring, from March until about the 1st of July, there was a great
deal of disturbance, and it was really diflicult in the northern portion of this county,
and the eastern portion of Monroe County, to get the people to remain at home at all
they were leaving home altogether, and squads moving otf to Louisiana; from Monroe
County whole families moved from the neighborhood on the east side of the river, and
went away from there on account of the murdering of several parties there. Monroe
is bordering on Lowndes County, and there; was a great deal of excitement iu the northern portion of this county, and in Moin-oe County,
Question. Growing out of these outrages committed upon the colored people?
Answer. Yes. sir they were raiding about there, so the people say, every night pretty
nearly, and whipping and threatening some, and they killed several men that is, they
took them olf, and they have never been heard of since but there has been a great
deal more done in Monroe County than iu this county. There was a time, along during all the month of April, and a'good deal the month of May, that the people in the
;

;

;

—
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portion of this comity were taken to movin<^ out of it. They could not bo
protected. Men were niiding about in squads of iifty or sixty a night.
nortlii'i'ii

Qiicfilioit. What were tlioy doing?
Answer. They were threatening teachers taking out some people and whipping
them, ordering otiiers to go away, and such lik<' tilings.
Qiic^fdoii. Do you know, or have you heaiil of any of these Ku-Klux being arrested
and brought to justice and punished?
.liifin-cy. Not one in this county.
Quc8fion. Wiiat is the trouble in bringing them to justice?
A7i8irer. Tlu; trouble seems to bo that thoo is sufficient influence in tlieir favor
enough men in the organization, in tlie, tiist ])lace, to get on the different de])avtnienta
of till' juilieiary, on tlu' grand jury, and on tlie petit jury, one place and anoth(;r to
keep any bill from being bremght; and lirst they terrify parties so they are afraid to
report tliem, and if they should be reported, they get in such positions that there can
be no bill found against them. Now, as to this man who was whipped up here, there
was about twenty men, I reckon, came in with him, and several of us got around hinr
and told him that ho must go and rei^ort that ho should do it. He said he knew the
parties; he told lis he knew thti parties; we got some two or three v.'hite men, and
tried to get him to go with us and report them before the grand jury, and have them
arrestinl, and we could not lurco him to doit
he said they wx)nld kill him he would not
liaz.'ird his ]\i\', in that way; and we could not make him do it.
Tliat is the first thing.
They are afraid on account of bodily injui-y to report a case;, and if these parties are
reported, they seem to have enough sympathy in the community not to be brought
to justice. In this comnmnity there has ))een a great disposition since the passage of
what is called the Ku-Klux bill to deny such an organization but prior to the passage
of that bill there was not a child of eight years that would not threaten us in the
streets, and all over this county, with these midnight assassins.
Qiicntiou. When was that bill passed ?
Answer. I forget the exact time of its passage but it was some time in the first of
June, I think; about the time of the adjournment of the legislature. I think it was
about th(^ last of ISIay or first of June.
Question. Of this year?
Answer. Yes, sir; along about that time. I know it was after the adjournment of the
legislature, from the fact that, prior to the adjournment of the legislature, they passed
a resolution memorializing the President to send protection to us in this State, and it
was after the passage of that resolution that the bill was passed. I know we instructed
the delegates from this State, the members of Congress and Senators, to vote for the
then pending bill what was called, I believe, the Ku-Klux bill.
Question. Was that bill supported by the democrats in your legislature ?
Answa; They opposed it wilh all their sotrls so much so, that oue conservative said
the object of the I'esolution tlien pending was to get uli sensation; and that if we
wanted seiisation, that he would kill a goat and smear his blood on the streets of
Jackson, and we could get up sensation on that that was a conservative senator from
La Fayette County. Every representative at that time I charged upon them myself
individually, as senator from this district, that every democrat in the Congress of the
I'nited States opposed it, and every member in every legislature, or at "least in thQ
legislature of Mississippi, opposed it; and we supposed they must be accessory to the
crime for our oppression and all these assassinations, from the simple fact that if they
wanted justice administered, they would not oppose a law suppressing this violence.
They, however, denied it; but I told them their acts corresponded with the acts of tlie
assassins; that v.diile they were going about murdering our r>eople, they opposed laws
bringing them to justice.
Question. I suppose the great body of the white people in this region are democrats ?
Answer. Yes, sir; nearly all of them are democrats.
Question. What earnest effort has been made by the democratic party of this county
to put a stop to these outrages have they even denounced them in any of their resolutions at their democratic conventions or meetings ?
Answer. No, sir the nearest we ever had any denunciation of Ku-Klux in this
county was last fall, when they killed this man, Mr. Mason, down in the lower part of
this county. We had a meeting at the court-house, at least I called the people
together, and told them we must do something that we could not stand quietly by
and see our people nmrdered, and that we would not do it and we must do something.
We met at the court-house, and denounced the assassins in the bitterest terms we
knew how, and in that meeting a man by the uame of Doctor Landrum, of this
county, also denounced them, and said he would give his assistance to bring them to
justice.
That is the nearest that we have ever had any expression.
Question. Who was this meeting called by ?
Ansivcr. By tlie colored people themselves.
Question, Was it attended largely by democrats?
Ansiver. Very few were there.
;

—

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

4Gm

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

722
By

'Mr. T'l.Ain

Qucfiliou.

Whose

:

killing

was that?

llio killing of Mason
wo had a meeting. Soon after be was
killed we called a meeting to deviso what must be done, and to ask the Avbite ])eo)do
that if we were to be innrdered x\\) iu
to assist ns in bringing those parties to jnstice
this way, we were to call npon the Government for protection, or to i)r(iteet oursidves
wo eoiild not stand nnictly by and be murdered in cold blood by midnight- assassins
who went about in disguise! alter we had ])erformed a day's labor and laid down to
I'cst, to liaA'c assassins eoujo in
and that if we could not put an end to it, we all i)roposed to do as ouc man, at one time; that was about the sentiment of the meeting.

Answer.

It

was

ai'tt-r

;

;

;

;

;

By

Chaikman
Do yon think

the

:

the jiassage of the Ku-Klnx bill by the Mississippi legislature
has had a good elfeet ?
Ansmr. 1 think if it had not been for the passage of that bill that by this time the
roign of terror would have been such that we could not have raised any crop, and there
would have been no jn-ace through the eastern portion of Mississippi at least. That
seems to be the case. I know prior to the passage of the bill there was a perfect reigu
of terror throngh this eonnty and adjoining counties, and since its passage and temporary enforcement some of these parties have been arrested, and there has been a
great change in this commuuity.
Qticsiioti. Have there been some arrests by the Federal conrt or by the United States
commissioner that have had the effect of creating consternation among the Ku-Klus?
Aitfiircr. I think it has had a beneficial effect, the arresting of the supposed perpetrators of crime in the northern portion of this county and the southern portion of Monroe.
Qiicsfhni. You say they joined up here at a place called Buttahatchie
Ansiccr. There is where a great many outrages have been committed.
Question. State Avhat, from your best information, seems to be the purpose of these
outrages, if th(;re was any general purpose?
.'I nsjcer. Well, sir, Tve have thought from their organization and from other indications
we iiave had, that the organization, that is, the purposes of the organization, have been
to remand tl:;- colored men of the country to as near a i)Osition of servitude as possible,
and to destroy the republican party if possible it has been, in other words, political.
We believe it had two olijects, one was political, and the other was to hold the black
man in subjection to the white man, and to have white supremacy iu the South that
has been the tendency and then we have evidence of it from the parties who have
sworn and iSound themselves together under oaths, that is, in clubs, to do all they can
from year to year, and from month to month, as long as they live, to establish white
supremacy in Mississippi, and the disfranchisement of the black man.
Question. Do you refer to the organization known as the "Native Sons of the South,"
Qiiesiioii.

'?

;

;

;

now

?

Ansiver. No, sir; jirior to that organization.
Question. Do you think one of the objects of this Ku-Klux organization iu its various
visits has been to break down the growing spirit of independence in the Idack man !
A)if<u-er. Yes, sir; and to establish white supremacy iu the South, and to destroy the
republican party. I do believe these are its main objects, for no democrat has ever yet
been injured by that party.
Question. I was about inquiring whether yon knew of any case where democrats
have been visited by these Ku-Klnx and punished
Ansiva: Not one; I have never heard of an instance of a white one or black one,
not a white democrat nor a black traitor we don't consider a, black democrat, we
eimply call them traitors 1 have not heard of a white dtunocrat or black traitor beingpunished by these parties in disguise. I will tell you, for illustration of what I have
Kaid
had, in 1868, an election, and the constitution was defeated ; we had a contest over that, a very heated contest. There were two men put in prison then that
is, they had kejit a man at their hoiise that had stolen
who was with them dodging
out from having perpetrated some crime, I think stealing horses and after everything
got quiet, he w'ent away from the colored men's house and stole one of their mules, and
they went on in yiursuit of him; they were two republicans, Ijotli of them; and they
got him the man was named Perk Blewitt who st(de the mule, and they put him in
jail here
he staid several days, and these men came in pursuit of him, and they put
them in jail. I came into town from the country, and they told me about it. The men
Avent down this way to carry them to [Macon jail. I asked the colored men why tliey submitted to allow these men to go down here with chains to the jail, v>-heu thej- ought to
have g(me by railroad to Macon. However, that was Saturday; Sunday morning the
nien who came here with chains were back, and we incjuired why they were here,
and they said the men got aw\ay from them. On Monday morning we commenced
'!

—

—

:

We

—

;

—

;

;

how it was they brought the chains back, and we heard that they inado
them wade the creek down here we told them it Avas wrong to make them Avado
the creek when they had not committed any crime, and were here in pursuit of their

inquiring

:

:
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property. Thoy had to bo responsible. These itien were; ai'tt'rwards found dead, and
Tlie two" repnblieaus were folind dead, and this colored democrat ( wliat wa call trait'/.s)
he turned up alive; he is now living to-day, unless he died in llie last lew days in New
Orleans. These men that took theui oil' were strong deujoerats, and the tv.o republicans
were killed, and this man v\'as turned loose, and v,q could not account for it in any
other Avay exce])t that they were killed because they were republicans because these
men had "lost the pro[)erty'; they were in jiursuit of it they were put in jail the two
men were killed when they had committed no crime, excepting to take back their
property ; and this man that had committed a crime, stealing from them, was turned
;

;

;

loose.
did this occur ?
Question.
Jiiswer. This occurred in 1868, directly after the election

When

;

one of the parties escaped,

and the other was taken under custody.
Question. Was any notice taken of this affair by the courts?
Auswer. No, sir, not by the courts; the military here arrested one man the other
nuin ran otF, and after awhile the other one got away and ran off; and he ia to-day in
town, and has never been molested to this day. The military arrested one and the
other escaped. I am speaking now of the white men who took them away one of
them ran away, and the other "is here to-day; at least, he was here last Tuesday. That
has been, it seems to me, a striking evidence that the object of the whole thing is to
destroy the republicans in fact, some of the papers openly defend the killing of leading colored men, and the allowing of the quiet, inoflensive or least offensive ones to
leave that is the open advocacy of the papers, and to some extent it has been carried
;

;

;

;

out.

By Mr. EiCE
Do the

Question.

to stand
rights ?

up

colored people of this county, in the country part of it. feel at lilierty
for their rights as against a white, as boldly as a white man does for his

Answer. O, no, sir, they can't, nor could not be expected to do so, from their lately
being emancipated.
Question Are they regarded as insolent if they do stand np for their rights ?
Answer. Yes, sir by the white people.
Question. Is it regarded as an offense to be what they call insolent ?
Answer. Yes, sir that is regarded as an offense to stand up for our constitutional and
equal rights, as equal to other people, that is, white people.
Question. How do the colored people of this county iisually vot'e when left free ?
Answer. In this county they have always voted straight republican, whether free or
not we have always gone straight forward.
Question. How many democratic colored men are there in the county, according to
your judgment ?
Answer. I suppose not more than fifty or sixty outspoken in the whole county.
Question. What is the voting strength of the colored j)eople ?
Answer. I forget the exact strength.
;

;

;

Question. About what?
4,600 and odd.
Ansiver. 1 think it is now about 4,500 and some odd
Question. There are only fifty or sixty that claim to l)e democratic ?
we
know of Landrum's
neighborhood
sir
down
in
the
worst
Answer. Yes,
;

—

;

—where

the organization of the "Native Sous of the South" is, there are five, I think, there;
he said he had sixty, but there were five, they said, voted the others didn't.
Question. The balance voted the republican ticket ?
Answer. Yes, sir about sixty promised to vote, but five Toted it, I believe.
Question. Are the colored people that are hired out, or that have been employed by
diflerent white i^eople of the country, ordered around somewhat similar to what they
were in slave times ?
Answer. Not much of it in this community.
Question. In the country ?
Answa: In portions of the county they arc^ up in the eastern portion of the county
and the northern part. I will give" you a little illustration of the condition of the
county. On last January 1 we have an organization here called the " Union Aid
Society;" that is a benevolent organization we celebrate the emancipation proclamation every January and have a general good time last January we were to
meet at the court-house, and I was over there to ^-ee about some other uuitters in having the meeting, and there were two men from rtp in the neighborhood of Caledonia,
and two, or three, or four white men around them I went in there, and asked them
what they were doing there. They told me that these men had charged them or accused them of stealing $50. I asktnl them -were they guilty they said they were not.
I asked tliem why they remained there.
They said these men said they must stay
there. I said, " Are these men officers ?" "No, they are not." I asked, " Have they
a warrant for your arrest ?" " No, they have not." I said, " If tliey have no warrant
;

;

—

—

—

;

;

;
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your arrest, yon may j;o Avliirc you ploasr, and let them seek yon." They started
away, and tlicsi' nu'u trieil ti> i)r()hil)it tluMu from going; after awhilo tliey wont ou
away tlicy got out a warrant for tlioir arrest but did not find them they went ou
about otlier matters thej' did not have any more to do with them they tohl me these
ii:en had taken them down in the woods and had made them say that they wouhl live
with llu'ui next year, and took them down there, and alter they got then) down
for

;

;

;

;

them if tliey did not consent to stay tills year; they did not
but told them they would stay but they went back to the house, and got
nj) l)eforc day, and made a fire in the house, and ran off here, and they caught them
after they came to town, and charged them with stealing $50, but told them if they
would go back they would not put them in jail if tliey did not, they would. The
father f)f these same two white men met these colored men, here in town, in the summer, and told them he would pay them tlie $oO; that they had not stolen it; that he
did not know anything about it at all that he would pay them what he owed them
for last year's services. That will give you a little inkling of what the people have to
undergo.
These are fact justs as they occurred without any putting ou to them,
without anything added or taken awaj-. A good deal of that exists in that portion of
the county: the oth(a- side, or bordering on Alabama, until recently, though, we had
a little threatening of tin? Ku-Khix in tlie corner in 186S they stuck up signs iu 1868
l)y the Ku-Klux orgauiza'tJou, but after that we had no threatening until last fall,
that I know of. From that time on until after the passage of the Ku-Klux hill and its
enforcement, there was scarcely any peace in this county for colored pe(jple. In every
portion of it they were harrassed until after these arrests were made ou Buttahatchie.
there tlucatened to liang

want

to,

;

;

;

;

By

Mr. Bl.\ir

:

What newspapers

are those that yon spoke of that have been advocating
the killing of the leading colored men '
Answer. The one I have reference to was a paper published in Eutaw, Alabama. I
forget the name of it. The paper there says in plain words I can get yon a copy if
yon want it that such men as Wluttield, Lewis, Bliss, and Gleed should not be
allowed to breathe the free air. That is the Index over across the way there. I think
I can find a coi)y of it around at the store. You can find it ou file.
I think I saved
the copy.
Question. Do you mean that they meant the leaders of the colored men not the
leading colored men ?
Ansiccr. No, sir. I was not speaking then of that. I was saying that this paper iu
Alabama said iu plain words so many words " We must kill or drive away the leading negroes, or the intelligent negroes, and only let the humble and the submissive
Qiiesf'ion.

—

—

—

—

remain among

:

us."

Question. Was that the Eutaw Whig?
Ansiver. No, sir I do not think it was the Whig.
I forget the name of it.
That
was in 1868. I was down there canvassing in favor of the railroad, and read the
kept
until
wore
it
out.
That
paper and saved the copy. I
it a long time
I
ijarticular
piece I have read often.
Question. Can you read?
;

—

•

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Have yon read it yourself?
Ansiver. Yes, sir, I read it myself.
Qnesiion. You don't know the pa])er, though?
Ansicer. I forget the name c^' the i^aper. It

was at Eutaw, Alabama, where the
paper was printed.
Question. A democratic paper ?
Answer. Yes, sir. It was taken from the Tuscaloosa IMonitor, I believe the name is.
Question. The article was taken from the Tuscaloosa i\lonit(jr?
Answer. Yes, sir. I know it was a Tuscaloosa jiaper, and I think it was the Monitor.
I know that was the language. I spoke of it often, and spoke of it in private
the
idea of a party being built u^) ou the principle of advocating the open slaughter of
human beings to carry out a principle. I have told men about it in private conversation, and told them about it on the stump.
My understanding was that I was sworn to
state what I knew to the best of my ability, knowledge, and iuformation. What I
state here I will say ou the public squares, if there's five huudred thousand people
standing there.
Question. You have not got that paper with yon ?
Answer. Which, sir?
Question. The one you alluded to as using the language you referred to?
Answer. In reference to the killing of the leading negroes

—

?

Question. Yes.
pocket that
Ansicer. No, sir; had it a long time, but wore it out.
I carried it in
Avas in 1868. I used it for a long while, but neglected to have any copies of it printed,
and wore it out ; but if you can iiud the numbers along about September, 1868, or get the

my

—
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parties tbero to get tbcui, you will get tlie language iu so uiany words-. I have traveled
that is
ail tlirough there advocating the railroad, the Memphis and Selnia Railroad
why I eanie in possession of it and noticed it particularly. I was on the plantatioQ
owned by Charley Hays. I traveleil from here down to Charley Hays's place in adI took such particular
vocacy of the tax for the Menqihis and Selma Kailroad.
notice of it was, it was startling to nie; the advocacy of such a principle and act, and
it was well carried out, I think, arouncl about Tuscaloosa, and in Tuscaloosa County,
and in Pickens County. You will tind but three colored men who at the time would
dare opeulj' speak of republican principles, except iu the districts where a great many
colored people lived, in Pickens County, in the northern portion of it, and Tuscaloosa
County. Since then it has been a great deal worse. I have seen people there that
have been mangled in every w ly, it seemed to me, that i^eople could be.
Question. You say you call the colored i>eople that vote the democratic ticket,
traitors ?
Answer.
do.
Question. What else do you <;all them ?
Ansicer. Well, we call them enemies to our people.
Question. You are pretty much down on them ?
;

Why

We

Answer.

We

ai'e, iu toto.
Question. Thej' are very bad

men, are they not?
Answer. We consider them so. We would not consider them so if the democratic
party accepted the situation, and were willing to accord to the black man the right to
vote and to hold office, or the right in common with other citizens; then we would
think they bad a right to acc]uiesce with that party; but we don't believe they have a
right to acquiesce with a party who refuse to recognize their right to iiartici^iate in
public ntl'airs that is why we brand them as traitors.
Question. They have not a right to do as they jilease, like the rest of you ?
Answei: We have a right, under the law, but the democratic party declares, as far
as I learn, that these rights were given to us by fraud and violence, and were unconstitutional and void
and, we think, if the republicans have violated the Constitution
guaranteeing to us these rights, it is traitorous in these men to acquiesce with a party
who saj-s we have no rights iu the community in common with other citizens that
they should enjoy.
Question. Still, they have a right to do that?
Answer. I know they have the right, but it does not look reasonable to me that they
should exercise that right to the beuefit of these parties who say they don't have it
;

;

constitutionally.
Question. If they can't do as they please, they have uo rights, have they ?
Answer. Thej- have the right to do it jitst like Benedict Arnold had a right to trade
off the army like he did ; but that does not make it justice and equity because ho did.
Question. They have no better right than Benedict Arnold had?

—

Answer. I think not not a bit.
Question. You think they ought to be punished for it, like Benedict Arnold ?
Answer. They shoul 1, iu the estimation of other people, until the democratic party
recognizes our rights^ then we cease all opposition to them.
Question. Do you ever do anything with these men ?
Answer. We clo not other than ostracise them.
Question. These men that are such traitors, do you ever do anything to them ?
Answer. Not in the way of bodily punishment or violence we ostracise them we
won't associate with them, nor treat them with that respect and courtesy that we do
other men. Other than that we have nothing more to do with them.
;

;

Question. You don't associate with them ?
Anstvcr. No, sir ; we don't associate with them.
Question. You never heard of any of them being whipped ?
Answer. No, sir : not for that i)riuciple, I have uot.
Question. Not for that j)riuciple?
Answer. I have heard of men getting into fusses with them and whipping them, but
not for being democi ats I never heard of that in this county, anywhere.
Question. XVhat do they whip them for?
Answer. They get into fusses lilie other men, and sometimes the other man gets the
;

better of them.
Question.

What

?

Answer. They get into difficulties like other men, and sometimes they get the better
of them.
Question. You don't make difficulties with them on purpose, do you?
Answer. I do not know as they do. They sometimes get into conversation with
them, and they are generally pretty high, because they feel that they are sustained b/
the white community, and sometimes they say a good many things we cannot bear
from them, and we treat them just as we would any other men that would say things
that we cannot endure individually and collectively.

—
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Yon

Qin'fitio)).

are democrats

dou't

whip

tlieiii

fm-

being democrats, bnt only bocanse tliey say they

?

.Insircr. No. sir.
We sometimes argne with them, and they give ns unbecoming language, and ol' course we don't propose to submit to it any more than any other party.

Tliey are impudent to you?

Qitistioii.

Ansiva: SonuHimes they are.

You

impudence from these felhiws?
what yon might call imi)ndence, bnt when they insult us we
thought yon meant by the question was, whetlicr we banded
together to take advantage of tliem and whij) th(>!n we don't do that. If I get into
a ditticnUy with one I tell him wiiat I tliiidc of him. If he insnlts me I will hurt him
for it, or slap his jaws, or <lo anything else to him, and if lie can wliip me it's all right;
but three or four of us don't baud ourselves together; that is what 1 thought you had
Qiicstio)!.

Answer. It

don't take

is

don't

not

liice

liivc

What

it.

I

;

reference

to.

Did you ever h(>ar of twenty or thirty negroes running a negro man into a
tliis town, for voting tlu; democratic ticket?
Auswcr. No.sii': they ran one into a store in this town for going into a republican meeting and insulting the meeting, and they called upon him to keep'Order, and he did not
do it, and they i)ut him out of the house, and some of them, injudiciously, I think for
we do not apiu'ove of it ran him down into what is called Blair's corner, into a store,
but if anj' other man had imposed on our meeting, we would have put him out likeQticsiion.

store here in

—

—

wise.
Qucsiion. And run him down?
I say that was injudicious
we did not apAnsivcr. No, sir; I do not say we did it.
prove of such an act, nor do I.
Question. The men that ran him down approved of it. didn't they ?
Ansiccr. They may have done it as individuals they are individually responsible,
but they did not injure him. We do not approve of acts of violence.
Question. Did any of you do anything to prevent its being done?
Answer. Yes, sir.
;

;

Qnesdon.

What f

Answer. It was only through the influence of the coloi-ed people that they did not
injure him.

Question. I think it was through the influence of some white men that protected
him.
Answer. O, no they could not have protected him against the men there, had it not
been for the inlluence of the colored men, for I suppose there was a thousand or fifteen
hundred men in town, and 1 do not suppose over two or three hundred white men I
don't suppose more than forty or fifty there, and they could not have protected him
against that number. I remember the case.
Question. There were a thousand negroes after him, were they?
Answer. No, sir I said there was that many in town, not after him there was only
a very few after him, so far as I learned, at the time he went down there; however, I
;

;

;

;

was

in the court-house.
Question. Don't von think the

few

white

men

could have protected him against these

?

Answer. If they had been determined to have had him anyhow, I do not know that
they could have done so, from fhe number there, and the assistance they would have

wanted had a difliculty occurred.
Question. They could have got assistance, however, if they h.ad needed it?
Answer. Of course, if they had got into a general diflicultj' they would doubtless
have had assistance.
Question. Now, if those twenty or thirty colored men, intent upon whipping that
colored man, had been resisted by
Ansicer. I say we assisted to resist them ourselves.
Question. I say if they had been resisted, and had continued in their eftort to whip
him, would the other colored men have assisted them ?
Answer. In violation of law ? No, sir; I do not think they would have done it. I
speak for myself, I would not have done it.
Question. Was it not violence for them to run after him for the purpose of whipping
him ?
Answer. I know that was wrong.
Question. That was in violation of law ?
Answer. Yes,
Question.

sir.

protected by a few white men ?
and by colored men, I remember, at the same time and place that these

He was

Answer. Yes

;

Yiarties

Qui :ition. Were yon there ?
Answer. I was not at the corner I was at the court-house.
Question. You did not go down to the corner ?
;
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No,

would

sir; I

was

assist. h\
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I told tlieni if tliey
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did sncli things

we

our-

them down that we were I'or enforcing the law.
you knew of any violence hy colored nien against colored

pnlting'

;

Qi(cs{i07i. I asked yon if
democrats, and yon denied it.
I did not
Jiisira: I said I did not know of any, that is, I did not remember any
remember that case at the time? that is thi3 only case that ever has occurred here, to
my memory, snice I have been here, and that was not on account of his sentiments, but
he came into the court-house when we were having a meeting; I believe it was about
but it was a republican meeting, a
I forget Uie exact purpose of tluf meeting now
nominating convention, and he had been affiliating Avith the democrats in the coxinty,
and we tolcl him, when he spoke, he had no lot or part in that matter; to desist and sit
down and behave himself, and he did not do it, but continued to meddle with tho
business of the meeting, which he had no right to do. Some said, " Put him out."
After they put him out, they got into a diffi1 opposed tliat, but they put him out.
culty, and in the difficulty he received the worst of it; and they got after him and
ran him down to Blair's corner; but it was colo*"ed men who interfered and kept
them back from interfering it was not white men, because there was no white men
who, from the time he started, interfered in his behalf, until he got down to tho
corner but it was a colored man. Christmas Lipscomb told me so himself that ho
did it afterward.
Qiiesiion. That is not the case I referred to
I refer to the case where a Mr. Humphreys protected him.
Ansiver. That is the same case, and the same time the case of Abraham Blake iu
1868 I have been here all the time.
Ques'iov. Did not Humphreys protect him?
Answer. I do not know who did at the corner a good many were there Mr. Bell
was then sheritf, and some others were there. Mr. Bell told me he told the men that
if any man shot a pistol or attemptc^l to get into the door, white or black, he would
shoot him, and that is what he told me afterward I was not down at the corner at
the time.
Qiie-iUon. This man Ilicks you talk of, was he whipped for boasting of his intimacy
with a white woman ?
Answer. That was the charge. He says, however, that it was not true. I don't know,
sir
he told me it was not so that was charged against him. I don't know that it
was Hicks, but I suppose it was Hicks; it was the man that was whipped about six
]uiles from here.
I do not think it was from his intimacy with her; I think it was for
saying something about a white woman, not about his intimacy with her, but from his
saying something about her.
Question. You spoke of a man who took two republicans
two men arrested two republican negroes and a democratic negro; the democratic colored man turned up alive
iu New Orleans the men Avho took them were democrats this occurred iu 1868
both
of these parties by the military ?
;

;

—

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

—

;

;

;

Ansiver. Yes, sir.
Question. One of

them escaped ?
one of them was arrested and the other escaped afterward.
the names of those men ?
A)isiver. One was named McCawhiy he lives here now
the other was Cook.
Question. What was JMcCawley's lirst name ?
Answer. I forget his lirst name, but he is named McCawley.
Question. AVhat has become of Cook ?
Answer. He escaped they did not arrest him. I heard he went to Texas. McCaw-

Answer. No,
Question.

sir

;

What were

;

;

;

ley is here.
Question.

What

did you say about Blewitt

?

Answer. The man that was chained with those other two men
was named Perk Blewkt.

Was

he killed 1
Answer. No, sir the democratic black
Question.

;

man

that

was turned

that were turned loose

loose

was named Perl

Blewitt.
Question. Where is Perk ?
Ansiver. They say he is living now in
Orleans, and sometimes iu Mobile. The
military arrested his fiither at the time for conveyiug information to him, and they
would have caught him but for his father, and they arrested his father for convej'ir^

New

information and keeping him out of the way.
Q'ttcstion. The military arrested Perk's father ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. What did the military do with the man they arrested?
Answer. He got loose, they said he got away from them and went to Texas, ana
staid there a long while, and last spriug he came back here again. He was one of the
foremost men. He said, when I came back from Jackson he was going to dig my
grave in my front yard; that is Avhat the i^eoide told me I did not hear him say so.
;

;

—
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lio took a very aolive part iu the matI knew he was very nrtive when I camo liaclc
ter when I eanie liaek. Tiiey tohl nie at Jackson that be said to souio white men
there; that is, in their presei'.ee a man at AYest Point and others tokl me about it.
Question. You say that warning yon j;ot was signed by three Q's?
jhisnrr. With three K's Ku-Khix Khm.
Qiicslioii. You say they did not tell Mason why they killed liim ?
Answer. No, sir not "that I heard. I do not think tluy told him at all, for they just
killed him up, and tlie firing commenced and they killed him.
Question. That was on Ilalbert's place ?
Ansiccr. Yes, sir, Halbert's.
Question. AVhat was it said they killed him for?
;

;

—

;

—

—

the ct-.lored people say that is, they told rue afterward that
Ansiier. I do not know
he was a leading man among them down there, and had been in some difficulty with
them, and was pretty thrifty in getting along with them, and having a general politiHe had a difficulty with a man iu
cal information, and they suppose tliat was why.
the neighborhood, l)ut was of gtijieral good character otherwise they could u<^t account for his being killed, except on account of his being a leading republicau among
them, and a thrilty workingmau.
Question. What difficulty did he get into?
AnsH-er.' I did not le.'iru the particulars of the difficulty, but he had some words with
some one, I think with some merchant, I think in reference to a settlement, a few
days, or a day or two before, or the same day of his death.
Question. What was the name of the merchant ?
Ansteer. I do not know his name.
Question. Did you ever know it?
knows all
I can give you the name of a man who knows his name
Ansu-ci: No, sir
about the circumstances cd'the'case, Ralph Brownlee-; he lives there in the neighborhood,
living
the
parties
there,
and
one
of
and knows all about it, I guess, for he was right
on his place, and came here and testified and said he knew some of the men, and one
of the parties would have shot at them had he not been prevented by some older man
on the place. He was a youngster.
Question. That is, Ralph Brownlee ?
Answer. Yes, sir he is living there in the neighborhood, and he has got a boy with
him who was right at the place, v;ho was there, and would have shot them had he not
been prevented by some one older, and was afraid of endangering the life of his mother,
who was on the place, if they could not have got him.
;

;

—

—

—

;

;

Columbus, Mississippi, Xovemher

JAMES SYKES

10, 1871.

sworn and examined.

The Chairman. As this witness is called at the instance of the minority, General
Blair will please open the examination.

By Mr. Blair:
Quesiiou. Please to State your residence and occupation.
life, but I very recently
Answer. Columbus, Mississippi. I have been a planter all
sold all the planting interest I had— at least, I rented it out to the negroes. I am really
occupation
engaged iu no occupation. I am a plaiiter, I will say, and it has been
life, until the last few months.
all
Question. Are you familiar, Mr. Sykes, with the school-system that was established
in this county, a'nd the measures taken in regard to it by the citizens here ?
Answer. In answer to that, gentlemen, I will say I paid but very little attention to

my

my

my

this thing, and do generally in regard to taxation. I generally pay what taxes are
imposed "on me. I have heard a great deal, but, really, so far as my own knowledge
extended, I paid but very little attention to the doings of our legislature. The tax
was generally complained of as being A'ery burdensome at the time ; but time rolled
ou, and the sheriff advertised and notified the people that they must come forward and
pay it. I, in comn-.on with many others, went forward and paid mine. In paying it I noticed that the school-tax was an enormous one, and I remarked to him that, if hv>had
charged other people the same way, or if my tax v/as correct, that I was confident that the
I knew their situation pretty well, and I
peox)le of Lowndes County could not pay it.
was confident they could not pay it. 'He said they were all alike, and they had paid up
That led lue to inquire. I went then to the books and examined.
a large portion of it.
I knew prior to that time the subdivison of the county into school-districts. I went particularly to inquire into the district in Avhieh most of my property had been taxed
the plantation I held and that was the first time that I was aroused to the importance of

—

looking into this matter.

I

found that they had taxed

it

there

;

it is

a very small sub-

