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Do yon

tliink it will come when the democratic party shall acquire the
State and conuty ?
Atmacr. I will state this, it will come when the good men are in power, whether
republicans or democrats.
Question. You think this state of things exists because bad men have been in

Queslion.

asceudency in

tlie

power?

A7ifiwei: I

Question.

cause bad

think so, sir.
should these disguised

Why

men are in power ?
you
I don't know

A)iswer.
Question. I

Answer. I

;

will

men

select

harmless negroes to murder be-

have to ask them.

am asking you.
am not one of them.
What connection is there between

the murder of inoffensive negroes and
the existence of bad offlcials?
Answer. Now you see some of these persons that have been killed are active disturbers of the peace themselves. This man Zeke High, for instance, was a man of bad
character. That does not justify the killing of him, by any means. But he was a man
of violence himself. He said he killed Collins, and with his general talk that he had
his pistol and nobody should take it from him that was irritating repeating itself.
Question. Why should that cause a band of men to come from a distance to murder
Question.

—

him?

Answer. I don't know where they came from. I say I don't think it is any justificabut I say these persons who had been unfortunate in that way are bad men
themselves frequently. They have been made bad by the influences thej- have been in
contact with.
Question. Burke was a good man, was he not?
Answer. I never knew anything of him.
Question. Why should Burke have been killed because there "were bad officials ?
Answer. I don't think hd ought to have been killed any way. I don't know anything
tion,

about him or his character.

Question. Was Houston a good man?
Ansiver. He was until he was injured by his association
Question.
should not the men who debauched

Houston

Whv

with other people.
him been killed instead of

?

Answer. 1 don't know anything about that. Houston was noisy. He got noisy and
fulsome, and when he was drinking he was boisterous in his language and nuinners.
Question. And you think he was killed for this cause by a band of men?
Answer. He was not killed at all.
Question. Or shot?
Answer. I can't tell I give you facts; you can draw the inferences as well as I can.
Question. Do you think Burke was killed because he was a colored representative ?
Answer. I don't know why he was killed ; I never heard ; I never saw ]3urke..
;

Columbus, Mississippi, Noveniber

NEWTON
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WHITFIELD

11, 1871.

sworn and examined.

The CnAiKMAN. This witness having been called at the instance of the minority.
General Blair will please open his examination.

By Mr. Blair

:

Question. Please state your place of residence, and occupation or profession.
Anstcer. I reside in Tnscaloosa County, Alabama, below the city of Tuscaloosa a
few miles.
occupation is farming, sir. I practiced law in the city of Tuscaloosa
I pi'acticed law there until the war began, and then moved out on
farm.
Question. Miijor W^hitfield, we bad before us Judge Peck, who, I believe, lives in your
place.
Answer. He lives in the city of Tuscaloosa.
Question. He testified to some outrages, as he called them, committed in Tuscaloosa

My

my

;

County. Among the first of which he spoke was one committed against Mr. Crossland,
a member of the legislature, and another member of the legislature from Pickens
County, and a young man. Do you know anything about the circumstances attending that affair ? I wish you to state them fully to the committee.
Answer. Mr. Crossland was a member of the legislature, and in crossing the Sipsey
River about the line of Tuscaloosa County and Fayette, at Moor's Bridge, I believe it
is called, while on or about the bridge he was shot and killed, and a young man from,
I think, Pickens County, was with him, who was wounded at the same time.
I had

124

A

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

1970

an improsi5ion that the yonng man had recovered but some one tohl me Judge Peck
had testified that he died. I am not distinct as to that. INIy iiiipressiou was that he
recovered from the wound that he was hadly wounded, though.
;

;

By

Mr. Rice

:

Question. .Judge Peck said he bad recovered.
Then that is true; I had heard
Atinwer. IMy impression was that he had recovered.
some one say that he was reported by Judge Peck to be killed ; tliat that young man
was killed. The sheriff, at the time of this killing, was Thomas P. Lewis. I think he
was an appointee. He sent some parties out there. He did not go himself; and they
found the report was that one man sat at the root of a tree 0)it from the bridge they
found the track of but one man ; they saw where the breech of his gun sat;, it was iu
the sandy bottom, and he had sat whittling a chip of wood waiting there for Crossland; aud they found no evidence of anybody but the one track. It was so reported
to the sheriff at least. The party never was found, aud it never has been ascertained
;

who

the party was.

By Mr. Blair

:

What was

this murder attributed to ?
Answer. Well, it was attributed liy some parties to his politics. The puldic in that
section of the country, the citizens with whom I talked about it I do not li^ e in that
section, but I know them all they said it came out of a dilticulty and a litigation
between him and one McGee, who was a sort of desperado before the war came out. I
do not know what became of him. It was about McGee's wife. Crossland protected
the woman and McGee did not like it, and they had a very serious difficulty. Others
said it grew out of & difficulty about a ditch in the Sipsey bottom in which he was
litigating some of his neighbors. Tliere was another rumor with some parties that
Crossland had taken a i)retty active part at the opening of the war in getting up the
Question.

—

—

Hill fellows, as they called them, to be enlisted.
Question. In the confederate army ?
A^tswer. Yes. sir at the opening of the war he was a confederate. He reported some
of the Hill men who were said to shirk to keep out of the army, aud his killing was
attributed by some parties to his politics; by some to the difficulty with McGee aud
Cooper and l)y others to the fact that he broke some men into the army who were
trying to get out of it.
Question. If it was on account of his politics, would they not just as readily have
takeu Judge Peck or auy of twenty or thirty other men around there ?
Answer. Well, Mr. Crossland was not an active man, not a prominent man he was
a plain countryman. I do not know; I do not see that Crossland's politics would
attract much attention. There were many more prominent men radical men than
Crossland there, a great many. This ditch matter, aud this McGee matter, and some
other differences there, involved him in long and litigious disputes. Judge Peck, I
recollect, was Crossland's attorney iu two ov thi-ce of these cases.
If he had been questioned he would have been able to tell a good deal about these settlement difficulties
that occurred with Crossland and these men.
Question. What is the better opinion as to the cause of his death?
Answer. Well, the citizens with whom I have talked there believe he was killed,
growing out of these difficulties. That was their impression ; that it was an old
;

;

;

—

grudge.

—

Question. A personal quarrel ?
Answer. A xiersoual quarrel between him and these parties. Tliat is the idea of citizens I have talked with about it but, as I told you, there are others, the two parties;
there are the radicals; Judge Peck aud that class of men believe that he was killed on
account of liis politics. I know the country very well. I talked with a number of the
citizens.
Two of the citizens, I recollect, remarked that they had expected Crossland
to be killed for years in his settlement difiiculties.
Question. In his personal quarrels ?
,
Answer. Yes, sir difficulties that grew up.
Question. Judge Peck stated iri his testimony that he thought there had been fifty
murders in Tuscaloosa since the war.
Ansu-er. If I had a little leisure I think I could give every man's name that has been
killed there since the war, unless it has been the names of a few negroes tlaat have
been killed tliere. I could giv'e the white men that have been killed, because killing
in our country is pretty generally noted.
Question. Is there anything like that number ?
Answtr, O, no, sir.
Question. Do you think that is a gross exaggeration ?
Answer. I think it verj' greatly transcends. If the committee would wait on me, I
think I ould furnish the names of the white meu killed. I could not of some negroes
that have been killed.
;

;
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Question. Whnt miraber do you tbiuk, on a rongli es^timate, would include all the
homicides, white aud black?
Answer. I do not think there have been over a dozen there, general. There may
have been. I am sure it would not exceed iifteen that I have heard of in the county.
Question. That, you tbink, is a large estimate?
Answer. Yes, sir. I tbink I could give a list of every mail that has been killed there
since the surrender. Crossland was about the first Wilson followed not long after.
Miller and then two old men in that section of the county had a light, and one killed
the other then Simpson was killed then Sellers killed his opponent I do not remember his opponent's name. A Dutchman named Frankenbam rau off with a younggirl and seduced her.
She was about fourteen. He ran off aud was killed. Maberry
killed Christian, who was a drunken sort of a desperado. He came upon him whipping a negro girl. He interfered, and Christian turned upon him, and Maberry killed
him. John Joy was killed by a J'oung gentleman named ^liller. Wilson was assaulted
at his house an old gentlemau reputed to have gold and killed, and three parties
who did it were found out, and two of them were killed by his sou. The three parties
were found out, and two of them killed.
Question. Were these all white men?
Ansiver. Yes, sir
and all democrats, I believe. Simpson and Christian were. Well,
Miller, I believe, was a radical
Simpson and Christian were democrats; Sellers and
his man were democrats.
Most of this killing, I think the majority, grew out of personal difficulties there and they don't make uy the number. There may be one or
two others, but I think these are about the number of white men that have been killed
since the surrender. Aud there was an old man up north of Tuscaloosa there that was
killed.
I forget bis name.
He was a white man.
;

;

;

;

;

;

—

—

;

;

Question. What was he killed for ?
Ansiver. They never knew what he was killed for.
Question.
was he killed by ?
Answer. It was supposed that he was killed by a

Who

I

was on the grand jury.

body of men that had gone out
from just north of town there aud subsequently a negro was killed in Greeue County,
who had had some difficulties before with the old man about potatoes, and about a potato patch. I don't know whether the negro accused the old man of stealing bis
potatoes, or the old man the negro of stealing his, but there was a charge, and it af;

—

terwards transpired at least the negro's wife said, after he got into a difficulty in the
county below and was killed bis wife said he had killed this man, or that he bad killed
men in his neighborhood. We knew of one, and this other Avas down in his neighborhood. It Avas supposed he had killed this old man groAA'ing out of the potato difficnltv.
I do not remember anj' other white men killed
there have been some negroes

—

tAvo

;

killed.
Question.

Answa:

You spoke
Yes,

of a raid ?

sir.

Judge Peck stated that he did not remember exactly the time it ocbut a raid was made in Tuscaloosa and a number killed, and one Ku-Klux Avas

Quesiio7t.

curred

;

one killed clinging to the clothes of his former mistress. He says that this Avas
mentioned to him in a letter from his daughter she mentioned a dozen killed he
thought that was an exageration. The raid Avas against a negro man against whom
there Avas prejudice; it AA^as in the day-ti'me, and the young man named Finley was
killed

;

;

;

killed the men \A'ere in disguise. Was Finley killed in this raid or not ?
Answer. Yes, sir; in that raid the facts pretty Avell transpired. They had a preliminary investigation there. A great many parties were brought before the justices; they were a week or two investigating; they summoned parties and brought
them up iuA^estigating. Two young men who had come into the little town opposite
Tuscaloosa, trading in a wagon, going out home in the evening, passed Where this negro
lived, and just beyond his house a child of the negroes, a little negro boy, seemed to be
frightened. They said they were going to take him in the Avagon, and take him oft'.
He ran to his father's house shrieking and crying, and his father, this negro, got a gun
and pursued tliese men; they were not armed; they bad been trading and he, as they
reported, raised to fire at them they sunk down in the wagon he followed them on
some time, abusing them a great deal the abuse all came out I dou't remember what
it was. So it was, he abused them A'ery much
he had his gun it Avas in the CA^euing.
After they bad got home they lived but a little ways about dark, they came back Avith
some other parties they were not disguised to Avhip the negro for assailing them on
the road. At least that is what they said; they intended to give him a whipping for
pursuing them and draAving a gun on them, and threatening to shoot them. Whet
they went to the premises, however, there Avere several negroes there armed, and this
particular negro shot Finley down when he came into the yard, and he died directly.
There were some other gnus fired upon the party, and Fiidey being shot, they retreated
and left the premises. The negro escaped. Finley died pretty soon, and was carried
home dead. There were three, I think, other negroes in the house a brother and a
connection of this negro. The next day this raid that Judge Peck speaks of occurred,^
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

—

;

—

—

;

—
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and below town they caught. one of tliese negroes that was in the house and killed
Subsequently t.hey got hold of another one. of them and killed him. At the
liiiu.
time that this occurred the first rumor was that there had been five or six white uieu
The facts as they came out were Finley
killed, and five or six or a dozen negroes.
was killed, and subsequently these two negroes were killed, and that is all the killing
there was. I suppose about the time Judf^e Peck's daughter wrote, an idea prevailed
that there had been five or six white men, and as many or more negroes, killed. There
was quite a panic in the city and country until the facts were brought out before this
:

investigation.

Quenhon. The only killing, then, was of the two negroes?
Answer. Finley was killed and two negroes were killed when they came to ascertain
the facts. The negro that killed Finley escaped. He staid all night that night with
a freedman living on my plantation. Tliej' pursued and came very near catching up
with him there l)Ut he escaped down into a county below, Hale County, some twelve
months afterward. I never knew how. He got into some difficulty down there and
;

was

killed.
Question.

In Hale County 1
Answer. Yes, sir some thirty iriiles below, and his wife said he had killed Finley and
another man in the neighborhood and the only white man killed was this old man
killed about the potatoes, and it was sajiposed he was the other white man he had
;

;

killed.
Qiwstion.

This affair had no politic^ about it, this raid?
Answer. O, it grew out of as the facts came out before the justice, and the mayor of
the city had some parties summoned also it grew out of the scaring of this little uegi-o
child, and he ran home shrieking. The negro man that shot Finley was not conspicuous at all. I never heard of him before.
Qaesiion. Judge Feck, I see, states that he was a negro of bad character?
Answer. I never heard anything of the sort about him. I do not think ho was set
down as a conspicuous negro of bad character at all. I never heard anything of the
sort.
The whole matter grew out of his child being alarmed by these two men.
Question. Judge Peck stated that some colored man during that raid was arrested,
and taken out and shot shortly afterward, in the night, by a body of men in disguise.
Answer. During that raid ?
Question. Yes that a man wa» arrested during that raid and put in jail for safety.
Answer. That is one of the two parties that was killed, one of the two negroes I told
you of. One negro was killed before, and the one that was put in jail was taken out

—

—

;

killed by this party.
Question. Was he taken out by disguised men?
Answer. Yes, sir I reckon they were. I was not in the city at the time. I think
they were disguised men that took him out.
Question. He speaks of some man walking with his wife, he does not give his name,

and

;

who was

.shot by three or four men.
The Witness. A white man or a negro

Mr. Blaik.

He does

?

not say.

The Witness. Does he say whether it was about the city or in the country, sir ?
Mr. Blaik. I do not remember but he says a man walking with his wife was shot
by three or four men.
Answer. I think, perhaps, that was Simpson, one of the names I have given here. I
think Simx)sou's wife, when he was attacked, escai)ed they were on the road, and
Simpson was killed.
;

;

Was

he a white man ?
Simpson was a white man.
he killed for?
His father got an indictment against some of the parties
^?is»!ej'. We never knew.
that he suspected of killing him. They both were of the same politics the parties
indicted. I suppose it was not a political matter. It was way up in the mountain
part of the county, and it seemed to have grown out of some old difficulties up there.
The parties suspected of the killing were indicted, two of them I believe but they
never succeeded in proving it. The father got up the indictment. 1 believe the case is
pending in court yet.
Question. They were of the same jjolitics ?
Answer. Yes, sir they were all democrats, Simpson and these men I mean the men
Question.

Answer. Yes,
Question.

sir;

What was

—

;

;

;

who

are indicted.
Question. He says " There was a negro man hung don't remember his name." Do you
remember the hanging of a negro man there
Answer. There was a negro man, I think, hung down in Hale Coxmty, below Tuscaloosa County. That is the only hanging I remember of, sir.
;

'?

Question. It is not in Tuscaloosa

Answer. No,
Question.

f

sir.

Has there been

a negro

man

convicted and hung there for crime

?

—
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Anstver. No, sir.
Question. You do not remember to have heard of any negro man hung iu that county ?
Ansicer. No, sir I do not.
Question.
young man named Miller, talten hy a company of disguised men in tho
presence of his father, found in a stream afterward, shot in the day-time.
Answer. That is one of the cases I mentioned being killed. Young Miller was killed,
and his body found in a stream.
Question.
was he killed, and by whom, and what was the cause ?
A)tswer. There were two parties iu that region, sir; Sam Davies belonged to one of
them. A raid came to Davies's one night I believe tliey were disguised and they went
into his house and dragged his daughters out of bed in their night-clothes they did
not violate them this is Davies's report but they acted very badly; and the other
]iarty was headed by the father of this young man Miller, and they charged that it was
the Miller party that did this thing. Upon what evidence I do not know. Old maa
Miller, though, was a radical and his son that was killed I don't know, I suppose he
was a radical. He was a young man, and young men adopt their fathers' politics geuerally.
raid was committed upon Davies a shoi^t time before that, audit was understood that the two parties were in hostile array against each other. Some time afterward young Miller was killed, and his body, as Judge Peck said, was found iu the
river.
Question. Yon say old man Miller was at the head of it?
Answer. I do not Iviiow that that was the charge. There were two parties the
Miller party and the Davies party. Davies's house was raided and his girls put out of
bed. That is the information we got generally about it in our section of country
but they did not do them any violence I su]ipose alarmed them very much
Davies
slid out, and he thought if they got hold of him they would, perha[ts, have hurt him
;
afterward, not long, young Miller was seized by, I suppose, men in disguise I don't
know how that was and killed, and his body thrown in the river.
Question. The party that raided Davies's house were disguised'?
;

A

How

—

—

—

—

;

—

;

A

—

;

;

;

;

—

—

Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Wliat was Davies ?
Answer. Davies was a farmer up there
Question.

What were

his politics

;

he lived on his farm.

?

Answer. Davies was a democrat.
Question. It was just alleged that this Davies and the other partj'

were in

hostility

Question. What is it f
Ansirer. I have heard that there

know how

that

—the Millers

?

Answer. Yes, sir; there were two parties.
country between two ]jarties.

but

is,

I

There

is

a good deal of strife up iu that

were men on each side of both

know Davies was a democrat and

old

man

politics.

I

do not

Miller a radical.

Question. Was the quarrel supposed to be about politics ?
«
Anstver. I never heard, General Blair.
I talked with Davies himself about the raid
at his house, and he told me the facts as I give them to you. I was not acquainted
with old man Miller I saw him, though. All I know is, Davies was raided, and subsequently Miller was killed and then the Miller I am not sure that the other party is

—

;

;

it was headed by some one there; Davies, I know, was a
democrat, and Miller, the old man, was a radical.
Question. State whether the feud grew out of politics or not.
Ansiver. I do not know. I have understood that parties were of both politics. There
is a good many^they are pretty well divided up there into democrats and repnljlicau^s.
Just across the river, where this body was found, I believe most of the people are republicans. It is a jiretty strong reiiublican box, I think
that is, they vote pretty
strongly republican there. I do not know the politics of any but the two men, Miller
and Davies, that belonged to those parties.
Question. Was Miller taken in the presence of his father and shot ?
Answer. It was done at night, I think.
Question. He says in the day-time 1
Answer. No, sir he was killed at night, I know. I was up in a little village, at a
railroad meeting, soon afterward, when I got the facts I state to you. Miller had
been in the little town that day there had been a meeting there. I do not rtmiember
for what purpose whether a little justice of the j)eace election or not. Young Miller
had been in town the country was out generally. They staid there till i^retty late,
and after night, I suppose, Miller was on his way home. I know it was after night
he was taken, and was killed and thrown into the river.
Question. Judge Peck speaks of a colored man who kept school for black people, who
was taken by the Ku-Klux and severely whipped, tied to a tree the church-bells rang
and they dispersed one lost his sheet. Afterward the man was shot, and went off
to Tennessee.

called the Davies party;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;
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Ansv.-cr. I

school.
Question.

suppose this refers to a colored

mau

-^lio

was

•whipped,

who kept a

What do yon know

about that trausactiou ?
Ansuer. It occurred in the city, of course, as he speaks of church-hells ringing. I
don't know anything ahont that.
Question. Did you never hear of such a transaction ?
Ansiccr. That mention of the sheet matter I recollect hearing something about the
Ku-Klux disguise being found a sheet or something of that kind ; but I do not
remember a negro being tied to a tree, or I never heard of it.
Question. And the church-bells ringing?
Answer. I never heard of that.
Question. And the negro afterward being shot, and running off to Tennessee and
keeping a colored school ?
Answer. That has all escaped me.
Question. Could tliere have been such a transaction there without your hearing of it?
Answer. I think I would have heard of it, general I am in the city very often, sir.
Question. The ringing of the bells on sucli an occasion would have beeu noticed by
the whole town, would it not ?
Answer. Yes; it seems to me I would have heard it. I never heard it
or if I did, it
has escaped my memory entirely.
Question. He had belonged to Mr. Charles W. Foster, of Tuscaloosa, a trusty and
intelligent negro ?
Answer. I know Foster very well. He is one of our estimable merchants.
Question. Did you ever hear of a negro who had belonged to Mr. Charles W. Foster?
Answer. Charles M. Foster.
Question. A trusty and intelligent negro whipjied and tied to a tree ?
Answer. I cannot call it to mind.
Question. Do you know Mr. Foster ?
Ansiver. Yes, sir; Mr. Foster is a New Jersey man who has lived with us a long
time one of the wealthiest and most estimalde men we have.
Question. He says the last outbreak by Ku-Klux was a colored man attacked in his
house they broke open his door, and shot and killed Mr. Samuel, clerk of the
court, in a store the negro himself was killed.

—

—

;

;

;

;

;

Answer. That

is true, sir.
Question. What were the circumstances of his killing?
Ansiver. The negro was living in adultery, as they charged, with a white woman.
I
suppose he was living in adultery they were not married
and young Samuel
gathered a party in town and went out, I suppose, to Ku-Klux him, and Sanmel was
shot, and the negro was killed. Samuel was the son ; his father is a man that has
;

;

liv3d there a good while.
Question. Was he a clerk of the court ?
Ansuter. He was once, had something to do with
clerk he wrote in the clerk's office a good deal.
;

Question. This

Answer. Yes.

negro

man was named

Bill

it

;

was the

I think that his brother

Washington

?

sir.

Question. Were the parties in disguise ?
Ansiver. I reckon they were. I do not know about that; but I presume they were;.
I never heard about that, whether they were disguised or not
but I think there wei-e
;

several negroes in the neighborhood who saw the party. It was at night, and they
never were able to tell anybody but Samuel. Samuel's father is a radical but he is a
v^ry quiet, estimable man. I do not know what the young man's jjolitics were.
Question. His father was a republican ?
Ansiver. Yes, sir; the old man Samuel is a republican. I don't know what the
politics of tbe young man Samuel were.
He was fully grown at the time, I suppose.
Question. The judge expresses the oi)inion that the execution of the law is made
impracticable by the grand and petit juries with Ku-Klux on them, and that the
larger class of persons engaged in these affairs will supju-ess the truth, not swear to
;

what

is true.
Ansicer. Well, when Crosslaud was killed, and when this raid of the negroes took
place, the sheriff vras this man Lewis
he was a dissipated num, a radical the
citizens moved Governor Smith, then governor, to put him out of office
and Smith
did it, and he was succeeded by Pigues. Pigues arrested, or attempted to arrest, one
of the men found a true 1»ill against one of the men that was in the raid; they found
out one of them named Lovejoy they found a true bill against Lovejoy as being in
the raid that came there and killed the negro.
The sheriff heard he was in town one
day, and sent a posse of men after him, so that he supposed he would not escape but he
;

;

;

;

;

;

did escape them, and Lovejoy fired on the men and they on him, and they pursued
or ten miles down the river, and finally he got lost from them in the canebrake, and got away, and I suppose lie had fied the country. There were a good many
discharges after him. He was indicted for this negro riot they pursued him, and he was

him eight

;

—
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woiiDclecl, tliey know
they found out Jinother iu that riot named Joy, -who was killed.
The new sberili' bad \Yrits against Joy be was away out in the country some distance,
ami ]jad come down. Tbe sheriff expected, when be came down to town, he would
catch him he bad no idea be would catch him in the country. He came down to the
little village on the opposite side of the river, and tbe very evening he came iu ho got
;

;

;

a ditticulty with this man ililler, and Miller killed him.
Question. Was tbat the same Miller that was afterward killed?
Ausico: No, sir; it was a different Miller. They were both of the same politics
Joy and Miller. It was a personal matter. Tbe sheriff failed, therefore, to get Joy,
since Miller killed him. He failed to get Lovejoj', though he was wounded he got oft" iu
the cane-brake. These two men were found out, and indicted by the jury. Those are the
facts in reference to tbe pursuit of them.
I believe they found an indictment against
Mayfield in the same case, and be lied tbe country. Tbe grand jury succeeded in
ferreting out three of tbe parties, and Mayfield lied tbe couutry.
QiivHlion. Tbat was for the raid which grew out of the scaring of tliat little boy ?
Ausiier. Yes, sir; and when they bad taken tbe negro that was put iu jail and
killed him these parties were pursued in that way by tbe new appointee of Governor
Smith. Tbe Crosslaud matter after this new sheriff came in bad ])assed off' for some
time but the new sheriff" made all efl"orts, but they could only find oat where one
party set bis gun down iu the sand, and where be whittled witli his Icnifo, and two
foot-prints.
They did not discover that there was any other mau than one man. If
there was any other man they did not discover him. I know all efforts were made by
the new sheriff". He went to work very vigorously. For two years, up to a short time
since, they bad a United States camp of soldiers stationed iu Tuscaloosa, who were in
active co-operation with tbe new sheriff to take hold of any parties it was understood
iut;)

;

;

should conmiit violence, and to help tbe sheriff" iu any case where it was necessary to
take hold of the parties. Tbe military remained there nearly two years, I think.

Question. Who was iu comnuind there?
Answer. I think it was a Ca})tain Hendricks. I have met him several times. I
saw him on tbe street, and I think tbat was bis name.
Question. Did you ever have any conversation with him about these matters ?
Answer. I was present at a conversation with Captain Hendricks iu tbe post-office
on one occasion, when he was talking to some gentlemen. He was not addressing himself to me.
Question.

What did he say in reference to these things?
He was speakiug about their being moved from

there; be did not see auy
necessity of tbe camp's remaining there; it was an expensiA'^e point to feed the soldiers,
and he didn't see any occasion for it, or something to tbat efl"ect.
Question. Did be speak about tbe quiet of tbe place ?
Answer. Yes, sir; that was tbe idea; tbat tbe couutry was quiet, and be saw no necessity for tbe military being there, so far as tbat matter was concerned.
Quesiion. Judge Peck spoke of a riot or affair at Jacksonville, Calhoun Countv, where
five or six men were killed by a raid of Ku-Klux, and one or two white peoj^o; the
rest of them were colored.
Answer. I reckon that was a little below Jacksonville; that made quite a parade iu
tbe eastern part of tbe State. I never got hold of the facts. I think some parties were
shot at coming out of church.
Quesiion. That is a little negro village near Jackson ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. What is it called ?
Answer. I am trying to think of it. I know Governor Parsons and Governor Smith
were up there a long time iuvestigatiug that matter.

Answer.

Question.

Patona

?

a few miles south of Jacksonville.
Question. That was where a number of negroes fired upon white people coming out

Answer. Tbat
of church

is

?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir; such

published

aii

account of

We

was the
it.

I

report.

kuow

there

That is the case, I am satisfied.
was no other such case.

Our papers

have had testimony iu regai'd to tbe case. All I desire of it is to idenwhich is spoken of by Judge Peck with the Patona affair of which
testimony.
Answer. I have beard of no such occurrence, esceptthat. Patona isin tbe same county,
a little south of Jacksonville. It is a case we know about in my section of tbe State.
(^>ue'i('ion.

tify that transaction

we have bad
By

tbe

Chairman

:

Are Patona and Cross Plains in Calhoun County ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I think it is iu Calhoun County, a short distance.
Question.

By Mr. Blair

:

Question. You never heard of a raid, a
,or six persons were killed ?

Ku-Klux

raid, in Jacksonville,

by which

live

—
CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

1976

It is iu tlie eastern j)art of the State, and we
Ansii-er. No, sir; I never heard of it.
usually see iu the uewspapers auythiug of that uiaguitude.
Question. You dou't think it could have escaped you ?
Answer. No, sir. If it had been published iu the newspajiers it would not have
escaped me. I think it is the same occurreuce .Judge Peck must have referretl to.
Question. That is the only occurreuce of that magnitude you ever heard of iu Calhoun

County ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. The judge says Hale, Greene,
counties for Ku-Klux.

Sumter, and Pickens have been very bad

Answer. Well, about Greensborough they had considerable stir about Ku-Klux and
the probate judge. I am well down the county comes uiJ by me; iu the other part
of the county it is very quiet, so far as I kuow.
Question. Do you kuow this man Dr. Blackford?
Ansivcr. No, sir I don't know him.
Question. The judge thinks that the Union men who have office in this country have
been defamed by the old rebels.
Ansuxr. Judge Peck himself has been very severely assailed by one of our papers in
Tuscaloosa repeatedly as a radical but I could name a large number of men there
who did not sympathize with the South in the late war at all. Well, they were northern men. We have a number of northern men iu our place that are doiug business,
and are the most prosperous men who are there, and wlJo, during the war, did not symjiathize with it. This Charles M. Foster is one of our wealthiest men. It was very
well imderstood he had no sympathy with the rebellion. Siuce then he has goue on
with his business, and is one of our most substantial citizens.
Question. Is he a radical ?
Answer. No, sir he is not set down as a radical but I dou't think he votes.
Question. Don't vote at all
He may have voted in the last election. I know
Ansiver. I don't think he votes.
preceding the last election he had retired from the box.
Question. Tlu- judge kuows no man who has escaped defamation by the old rebels
who held oftice aud was a Union man.
Answer. Well, I don't know our present judge of probate is a Union man and a
Our capitalists organized a bauk it is now about going into operation. He
radical.
is a stockholder, and considered one of the leading directors among our capitalists in
the bauk.
Question. Do you thinls his politics affects a man's standing in any way, if his conduct is such as to command respect in other regards ?
Ansioer. I have a brother iu the city who has been a radical editor of a radical
paper there for a long time. He was a professor in the university until they made a
change last spring. He has been pretty severely assailed by that same paper I spoke
They turned him out of the university. He took u}) a school, aud his leading
of.
jtatrous, if not all his patrons, except this man Samuel, who I told you was a republican, are democrats.
Question. He is sustained in his school ?
Answer. He has the largest private school in the city. He is all over radical that
his name is H. S. Whitlield.
The postmaster in Tuscaloosa, whose family
is, he is hrm
stand very high there, is cousidered a verj' excellent officer and a very estimable man
;

;

;

;

;

°?

;

;

—

;

:

Robert Blair.

Question. A radical?
Answer. Yes, sir; he is a radical. There was an effort made by our Congressman
Hays to get him out, to get iu some man that iie preferred iu the office but there was
a little movement in Tuscaloosa that defeated it. He was a good postmaster aud stands
;

very high.
Question. Is he an outspoken republican ?
Answer. Yes, sir; very decidedly outspoken.
Question. Are there mauy other instances iu your county of republicans who stand
high, aud hold office, aud are not defamed 1
Answer. There are Blair, and Miller, aud this man Samuel, m hoses on was killed out
there, who is a republican. He has ou<i of the most pojtular auction houses, and does
almost all of the trade iu that business auction and commission house. He is driving a
big business. He was connected with the court, aud was mayor of the city. There
are a number of very substantial business men there who are northern men, Avho did
not sympatiiize with the war at all, and are doing well, and are our most sulistantial
business men Dr. Snow, and Leach, and Foster, and Lynch, and Clark Clark has
died recently.

—

—

By

;

the Ciiaiuman

Question.

:

Are they radicals

Answer. Well,

sir,

Dr.

?

Snow

is

always understood to be a radical.

He

does not take.
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any active j)art in politics. Lynch was understood to be a radical. Clark, I think,
was nuderstood to be a democrat. Most of them arc men, however, who did not symjiathize with the war, and who do not take any part in politics now. I do not think
they do. I think- most of them have not voted, unless it was in the last election.

By

Mr. Blair
These outrages are said by the judge to have for their object the success of
the democratic party, to influence the vote of the negroes has there been any attempt
to influence the vote of the negroes by violence?
Answer. Well, sir, I am not aware of anything of that sort with the negroes in my
section. I live in a large farming district.
On election day my freedmeu, and the
freedmen surrounding ihose who worked with me those on the surrounding farms,
rode our mules up to the election, which is some distance. The only difMculty we have
is, there is a precinct nuich nearer than the city, where we waut them to vote, because
they will not lose time. They generally prefer to go to the city. They generally go in
a body, and a pretty large body. I can name a number of plantations around there
where the negroes go to the elections, sir, and ride our mules up and back. I do not
know any case in the county where there is any attempt to control the negroes in that
:

Question.

;

—

respect.
Question. Is it barely possible that the judge is a little soured by what he calls the
ostracism ?
Answer. I reckon he is. At the opening of the war he had always been an antislavery man we always knew that but he was a man who always cared for nothing
but his profession and his church, and was one of oxw best lawyers. There was uo
heavy case but Judge Peck had one side. He was a very charitable man and he was
an anti-slavery man all his life. Everybody knew it. He made a fine fortune there,
because he did not interfere with anything he didn't intrude his opinion upon them
until the rebellion transpired. The judge came out very actively then. He was au
old federalist, the strongest federal man that was in our country
and that would
make his politics unpopular. It was a democratic country. He never liad anything
to do with politics, and he very rarely voted. There the class of i)ublic men did not suit
his views of politics. He was not a social man he was too much occupied with his profession he was a very laborious man, and devoted to his church the Protestant Episcopal Church and to his familj\ Therefore he was esteemed, although his politics
and his views of slavery were adverse to the current views up to the war. As soon as
the war came on he took a very active part, and about that time he was hung in efitigy
one night on the streets. The next moruiug the citizens who had known him longtook that thing in hand and investigated it, for the sentiment was against it entirely;
and they fountl it Avas by a few young, wild boys about the streets, who not long before had hung up a Scotchman, some little time before the war measures came up, who
was living with a woman in adultery that had been very highly respectable these
chaj)s had hung the Scotchman up.
The citizens really did not condemn it they
thought the fellow under the circumstances, they were not sorry that was about the
amount of it that the Scotchman Avas hung up in effigy. I suppose the boys thought it
was a good thing, since nobodj- condemned it; and when Judge Peck came into politics, the citizens investigated this matter and found it was by sOme minor boys on the
street.
It mortified Judge Peck very much
exceedingly. No occurrence of his life
ever aftected him so much. A number of the citizens spoke to him, and I think I
talked to him myself, about it. I had read law with Judge Peck, and, while we did
not agree in measures very much, I had a very great esteem for his character and his
integrity. He is and he wasau exceedingly charitable man, and a just man and while
I verily believe he believes all that he says, the judge is very much prejudiced, and it
dates from that thing. He was told that the boys did this tiling a parcel of street
boys that tiie citizens were not aware of it, and did not sympathize with that sort of
thing. I think he has always thought, however, that behind the boys was an influence that wanted to bring him into disrepute and aiiect his social standing. Dating
from that period, I think. Judge Peck has been bitter. I have been on personal relations with him very kind; and while I don't think Judge Peek would state what he
thinks is not true, I think he is a man of this kind in the practice of law, he never
had a client in his life that was not right when he heard his case his sympathies
always go with what he takes up; I never saw him have a client that, whatever his
crime, however gross, he did not take up with him; his sympathies were enlisted. He
is an ardent-minded man when he is engaged.
I think he is an honest, true man, a
man of integrity, and would not state anything he did not believe; but those statements there I must say, in all frankness, are exaggerations.
Qncsiion. You think lie is greatly soured?
Answer. Yes, sir that hanging him in effigy soured him very much. Then he has
been pursued by a newspaper there. He thinks these editorials are exponents of the
general sentiment, but he is mistaken. Judge Peck's family have not lost caste at all
social position.
I do not know a more po^mlar young lady than his eldest daugli;

;

;

;

;

—
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;

—
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;

—

;

—
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was; aud she ruarried lately a young geutleiuan of high standiug in our place; and
the next one, also; she has married lately a young gentleman, one of the very best
Judge Peck's family has never suffered, socially. He is soured by one of our paoffers.
pers very much. He was hung in effigy by these boys, and he never could be made to
believe that the citizens did not sj'mpathize with it. I think he is very bitter, and I
want it distinctly understood I do not believe Judge Peck would make a statement he
did not believe. Here is this case now that letter his daughter wrote him about the
twelve negroes or twelve persons killed; that rumor was alloat the very next day
afterward, and she wrote upon that rumor. The facts turned out that two negroes
were killed and Finley was killed, after a long aud tedious investigation. Judge Peck
leaves it as though a few under twelve were killed.
Question. You think that is a fair illustration of his disordered temper?
Answer. I know that Judge Peck is now whatever he hears he believes; he really
believes that the opposite party are i)repared to do anything, and when he hears a rumor he thinks it is so that is about my idea of Judge Peck now. Our personal relations have never changed we meet and are very friendly, and he is a good lawyer and
a good churchman, and a charitable man. I believe he is i»repared to believe honestly
these rumors. He stays at home he does not get out he rarely comes into town he
lives out a little piece he hears these things; he never hears what they result inupou
investigation, aud they are set down as facts I think he is very much prejudiced.
QucHiion. He expressed the opinion that the negroes were, to a considerable extent,
coerced, aud many of them made to vote the democratic ticket by their employers and
by intimidation ?
Answer. I was speaking to meet that question a while ago. As to my neighborhood,
we have a box or precinct near us where the negroes can A'^ote. At certain seasons of
the year the loss of time is important. It has been an item to have them vote at the
precinct where they would lose but a few hours. They persist, generally, in going to
Tuscaloosa. Well, the farm I occupy, and Hurley's farm, and the Prince estate farm,
and Gray estate farm, and Lewis farm, and Corbiu farm, are all there, aud have many
freedmen on them. They generallj^ go all together, and they prefer to go to the city
They ride our mules; it is a pretty long walk; and you will find on election day from
these farms about a regiment of freedmen, on mules, going up to the city to vote. That
is the way things go on in my section.
Question. No attempt to coerce?
ter

—

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

my

region.
Anstver. Never in
Question. Have you ever heard of such a thing?
Answrn-. I never have heard of a case of that sort, sir. This last election there
seemed to be an idea well, they had no candidates, though, in that county I suppose
their idea was they perhaps would not go out I was away from home. There was no
opposition to the democratic ticket. I supjiose if there had been a republican running
they would have gone out. They might have gone out any way.
Question. The judge thinks it will require the military to prevent this interference
with the rights of the freedmen there.
Ansicer. As I told you, they had a military camp there until last spring, for about
two years, covering most of this period that I speak of, and they were understood to
be ready to promptly suppress anything; they Avere bronght in just after this riot and
the killing of Crossland. I suppose that had induced the thing. There were no indictments in the Crossland case, but there were two in the other. The military came
in just after. Of the three parties found and indicted, one was killed, the other
wounded, and the other escaped. There were more parties engaged in the raid, of
course, but they never were able to get at any other names.
Question. The judge expresses the opinion that it is the intelligent men, the men of
property, who use inferior men to do these outrages, and thus control the negro vote.
Answer. Well, Judge Peck, so far as
observation is concerned, is entirely mistaken in that view of the case, sir.
Question. He says that the democratic party sympathize with the Ku-Klux, and but
for that sympathy that they could be broken up.
Answer. All these matters that have taken place have originated in little settlement

—

;

;

my

organizations.
kind.

I

do not think there has been any pervading organization there of any

Question. Have any of these outrages that have been spoken of, or outbreaks, or violence, originated in political feeling i
Answer. The two raids up in the north part of the county, the Miller and Davies cases,
there may have been some iiolitics in that; I only judge. I know the leading man on
one side is a democrat, and on the other side is a radical; there may have been some
jiolitics in that case in the Crossland case I cannot say. I tell yon what I hear. There
may have been politics in that case but that is not the sentiment of the community.
These other cases I mentioned, and that Judge Peck alluded to, have originated as I
stated, and I think entirely foreign from politics.
Quesiion. Was an attack aia,de on this democratic editor Randolph ?
;

;
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Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Who was that made by, and growing ont of what ?
Answe}\ They had a professor named Vaughan in tlie university that this editor pursued constantly pursued him very bitterly, charging hira with drunkenness and
whipping his wife I do not know with what truth and all that sort of thing with
incompetence, and a great many things. Well, Professor Vaughan, it is understood,
procured this young Smith, who was certainly a very daring man, a young student.
The editor had also assailed the governor. This Smith was a nephew of Governor
Smith, and young Smith's father was one of the regents of the university. He had
assailed him too. Vaughan, as was supposed, did not have nerve, but enlisted Smith,
who had, and they came on the street armed one morning, Vaughau and Smith, and
Vaughan stood at a respectful distance. Smith walked down the street. He saw
Randolph on the other side, at the corner, and walked over. Randolph was talking to
a man, and Smith ran against him with his elbow as he i^assed, and like to have shoved
him over ho jumped, and both drew theu" pistols at the same time.
Question. It was a deliberate act?
Answer. Yes, sir; as he struck him and turned him around, he jumped a little aside
and then wheeled, and he and Randolph both fired about the same time. Randolph
did not see him as he was approaching; ho had his face up-street. They both dischai-ged five shots. Smith's first shot would have killed Randolph, as it struck hiiu
here in the side, but he had a thick pocket-book that checked the ball, and it went
through that and stopped on the skin and he then shot. The last shot, I believe,
struck him just above the knee and ranged up the thigh. He had his leg up. He
came very near dying from that. They cut off the limb. Smith was not hit himself.
He was arrested and put in jail. He and Vaughan were both put in jail, and Smith
was turned out, by some means, one night, and nuule his escape. That is the last we
knew of Smith. Vaughan went, I think, to Washington, and was sent out to Utah iu
some ofliee there I don't remember now I think it was to Utah. These are the facts,
as I heard them I never saw the diiiiculty at all.
Question. The judge states that no northern man, who was a republican, could succeed in business in that country that there is a great prejudice, and that it aflects the
X>rivate relations and business of men.
Answer. Well, I made some statements that seemed to meet that particular point.
C. M. Foster, one of our wealthiest merchants, is a shoe-dealer, a large steam-tanner,
and (loes a very heavy business; is one of the wealthiest men iu the city has considerable valuable land out of the city, and is one of the most prosperous men iu the
city.
He is a New Jersey man. C. S. Leach, or C. J. Leach, is a New York man. He
manufactures all our plows and machinery he stands very high in the community,
and has charge of the only large manufactory of that kind we have in the iron busidoing a fine business. He
ness and plow manufacture.
I think lu! is verj' prosperous
Augustin Lynch died recently. He was a cabinet man from Philais a New York man.
delphia. He did the best business in the furniture dexiartment of any man we have
ever had iu Tuscaloosa. He left his wife and son iu the same business. They are
doing a very heavy, prosperous business, it is understood. Dr. Snow does not attend actively to business himself, but his son does a young man who is doing a verj
Doctor Snow is a Boston man. He puts in the capital and is about the
fine business.
store a good deal, but his son is the active party with his clerks. They are prosperous,
have fine credit North and at home.
it is understood
;

'
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Question. Are they druggists ?
Ansiver: No, sir ; they deal in

—

hardware and staple goods that is, heavy domestics.
Snow, brother of Dr. Snow, the old geDtlenian, died some years since, since the surrender he is put in business by a New York capitalist they have set him up and he
has the most popular fancy-goods store iu the place. I don't remember the New York
gentleman he is a man of capital he was very well acquainted with the old man,
aud has init the sou up iu business.
;

;

;

;

;
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Do you think such
:

Question.

considerations affect that

community any more than

elsewhere ?
Answer. No, sir: these cases show the men that do the business with us. They are
fnll exponents of the whole matter they arc the most prosperons men we have; the
best business meu we have. Ball, of the big manufacturing company above here, is a
northern man.
Question. You think, then, the testimony of the judge is greatly tinctured?
Answer. Yes, sir these are the most i^rosperous business men in Tuscaloosa, from
the places I tell you, aud I can go on and add to the list. I have not near got
through.
Question. I just wanted your opinion.
;

;
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AnsiKr. Lyiicli, aiiiT Foster, and the Snows move in the vei-y l)e.st circle of society in
Tuscaloosa. There is no grade of society above them socially. One of the Leaches
marrietl Judge Peck's daughter. Judge Feck has a sou in the university there a i)ro-

—

fessor.
Question.

You think the

violence of this newspaper charge and the hanging iu effigy

has greatly imbiitered Judge Peck ?
Answer. These two things, I know, weigh upon him very much.
Question. The violence of this democratic editor is no indication of the sentiment of
the people ?
Answer. Not at all because I hold Judge Peck in very different estimation fi'om a
great many things that is said of him. I think Judge Peck is biased and listens to rumors, and he has, I think, exaggerated. I knov,- he has exaggerated very much there.
Question. You think his judgment is warped by his strong feeling and imaginary
;

Blights

?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Or, perhaps, real slights ?
Answer. Judge Peek doubtless has, I think, met, in mingling with some of the old
supreme court lawyers, with some slights I have heard of it, and that, doubtless, may
have inilueneod him some. He has been in the habit of meeting lawyers from all over
the State. After ho had taken a position in politics I have understood he made some
complaints about the old lawyers there that they were not so free with him as they
had been. Well, he might look upon that also but Judge Peck's family, his daughMrs. Slartin and
ters, in Tuscaloosa, move iu the very best society and visit genei'ally
Mrs. Leach he has no other grown daughter they and Mrs. Peck herself occupy as
Peck
himself
people
in
Tuscaloosa.
Judge
never was a
high positions as any other
he was always too busy in
social man, never went to dinners or gave dinners himsuji"
;

;

—

;

—

;

;

Lis profession.
Question. A recluse in his habits ?
Answer. Yes, sir, become particularly so

By

the

Question.

Chairman

Are you a native of the South

Answer. Yes,

—recluse.

:

?

sir.

Question. Of what State ?
Answer. Of the State of Georgia.
Question. Did you take any part in the late war ?
Answer. I fought secession to the last hour.
Question. I mean after the war commenced.
Answer. I want to give you a little sketch of how that was. I voted in the legislature of Alabama against the resolutions that called the seceding convention. After the
war commenced I was offered a colonelcy of regiment and declined to take it, and'
moved to my farm, and was never iu the war. I took this part in the war I gave a
great deal to the soldiers I made a great deal of grain and gave it to soldiers' wives ;
that was perhaps the only contribution I ever made directly to the war.
Question. Did you hold any office before the war so that you would be affected by the
fourteenth amendment ?
Answer. I was in the legislature, sir, that voted on the resolutions that called the
convention the seceding convention. There were two of us that voted against those
resolutions out of the whole body. Judge Peck and myself voted side and side in all
that thing U]) to the war, and then he retired to his house, and I to my farm.
Question. Have you been ojierating with the democratic or conservative party since
the close of the war.
Answer. Well, sir, I have voted only twice since the close of the war. In one of these
elections there was but one side in the last election both tickets were represented for
governor. I voted for the democrat for governor.
Question. Have you been regarded as ideutiiied with the conservative party since the
:

;

—

;

war?

Answer. I suppose they put me down so.
Question. Have you taken an active part?
Answer. No, sir I stay out of town.
Question. Are you in the habit of attending the political meetings of your party ?
Answer. I have attended but one political meeting that transpired iu our town. I
was then made chairman of that meeting, however.
Question. To take up the matters in the order in which you have been examined. I
will ask you one or two questions iu regard to Mr. Crosslaud. Was he a white man ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. A member-elect of the legisla^ture of Alabama ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And on his way to take his seat there ?
The Witness. At the time he was shot ?
;
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sir.

Did you uever hear that fact?
Answer. I believe he was I think the member from Pickeus and he were on their
Question.

;

way

did not think of that fact.
that member also shot ?
Avswer. No, sir. I think there was but one discharge, and that killed Crossland and
wounded this other party. That was not the member from Pickeus County. I think
the man who was wounded lived in Pickcius County.
Question. Did you hear that the member from Pickens County was likewise attacked'?
Answer. No, sir they were iu company.
Question. You say there is one theory afloat that he was killed on political grounds?
Austver. Yes, sir; Judge Peck and a number of others there, I suppose, will say that.
I have heard a number of them say so.
Question. It must have been known by the assassin obviously that he was on his way
to Montgomery from the point at which he was attacked?
Ansiver. I suppose so I reckon so
I do not know.
At all events, he was on the
road there waylaying him at the time and shot him. It would seem he knew he was
going to pass there at the time.
Question. Is not the fact that he was not only on his way to the legislature, but
was in company with two other men, adverse to the theory thtit his assassination
was the result of some private quarrel or grievance ?
Answer. Well, I sujipuse in some aspects of the case it might be considered so in
others, I do not know that it would.
I do not know just what influeuce that point of
view would have; what view we ought most strictly to take about it. If it were by
private parties who had determined to kill him, I suppose they determined to do it
wherever and whenever they could do it without being detected.
Question. Was he a planter ?
Answer. Yes, sir, a farmer.
Question. Did he live in the country ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. If it were McGee or this other man
AnsuK'.r. Cooper
those are men with whom he litigated.
.
QueMion. If they instigated the assassination, would it not be more reasonable to
suppose he would have been assassinated about home, and after night, rather than in
open day when he was in company with two other persons ?
Answer. I do not know, sir. I suppose that the party who had determined to kill
him would determine upon his own security as to time and place, and would select the
night or day, according to what would secure him. Of course, his first purpose would
be to secure himself. This swamp where he sat, or thicket of ivy-growth, which prevails iu that country, was a place where he was not likely' to be detected. I suppose
the first object of the party vrould be to get where he was safe.
Question. Did you understand that there was but one shot fired ?
Answer. Tliat is my recollection that the first shot struck Crossland, and the same
shot struck the j'oung man just beyond.
Question. Did you understand it was a gun or pistol that was fired ?
Answer. It was a shot-gun, they supposed. As I remarked, the breech of the gun, to
all appearance, had made its track in the sand, sitting by the ti'ee.
to«;ether.

Question.

I

Was

;

;

;

;

;

,

;

By Mr. Blair
,

Question.

Was

Answer. Yes,

By

the

it

sir

;

:

loaded with buckshot ?
they were buckshot by which he was killed.

Chairman

:

Mr. Crossland a man of violence? You say some had believed for
years he wouhl be killed.
Answer. I think he was rather a litigious than a violent man. I never knew of his
having fights. The courts opened up something to me of the litigious difficulties out
Question.

Wns

there.
Question. What time did this difficulty occur?
Ansieer. It was in the forenoon, not long after the breakfast hour, I think.
Question. I mean the year and mouth ?
Answer. I think it was in 1867, sir.
far was he killed from his own house?
Question.
Answer. I do not know how far he lived from where he was killed. I suppose, from
general idea, it was some four or five miles, or six.
Question. Did McGee and the other gentlemeu whom you have named live near Mr.

How

my

Crossland ?
Answer. Yes,
Question.

sir

;

they lived iu that neighborhood.
his seat in the legislature, as I understand you ?
he had served one session and returjied home, and this was another

He had uever taken

Answer. Yes,

sir,
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They were going- over to the legislature; and this
I think that is the fiict.
session of the legislature perhaps it was a recess.
Question. Had his course in the legislature given ott'eusc to anybody?
Ansioer. No; he was a quiet man; he did not pretend to sjieak; he would simply

session.

was the second

;

vote upon a question.
Question.

Had

his coui'se or his vote in tlie legislature

democratic paper ?

know

been denounced in your

The democratic papers, I .suppose, say of
I do not remember Unit be was singled out.
that paper being very severe upon Judge Peck in its stric-

Not singled out that

I
say of others.

Aiisiver.

of.

Crosslaiid like they
Question. You spoke of
tures.
Was Mr. Crosslaud also the subject of its strictures'?
Answer. I am not aware that he was. I dou't think he was.

I don't

remember

it if

Le was.

By Mr. Blair

:

Question. There was a negro man here testified yesterday, named deed, that an article appeared in the " Tuscaloosa Monitor," Avhich was afterward copied into a Greene
County paper, which called upon the white people to kill all the negro leaders, and to
si)are none but the humble and obedient negroes.
The Witness. Did ho produce the article ?
Mr. Blair. No, sir he did not. He testified that such an article api^eared, and that
he had carried it about with him until he wore it out.
;

The Witness. What other paper was it copied into ?
Mr. Blair. Into the Greene County democratic paper, which

I

suppose to be the

"Whig."

I think I may say witb great confidence that no such article
never appeared in a Tuscaloosa paper.
Question. Would not such an article have attracted universal attention ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I may say I think with certainty that he is mistaken. I can say.
Senator Pratt, that I presume Mr. Crosslaud was named by this paper he no doubt
named all the ofticials Miller, the probate judge; and Crosslaud, the representative
the senator— and all their names would figure in that papei".

Answer. Well,
ever appeared
;

sir,

it

—

By

the

Chairman

;

:

How

figure 7
Answer. He assailed them as radicals and as enemies to the country. That is the
idea you will find in the " Monitor."
Question. Was Crosslaud a southern man or a northern man ?
Answer. I think he was a Tennesseean.
Question. He would have been assailed then, I suppose, as a scalawag ?
Answer. I suppose so, if he had singled him out.
Question. Would he, coming fiom Tennessee, be regarded as in the category of carpetQuestion.

baggers

?

No

Answer.
Question.

;

he would be assailed as a scalawag, if Crosslaud was ever singled out.
that paper very bitter in its denuuciatiou of carpet-baggers and

Was

Bcalawags ?
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

pretty bitter

;

it

handled them pretty roughly.

Now that I have mentioned that paper, what was its course
What accusations did it bring against him ? Why was he the

Question.

Peck

toward Judge

subject of its
•
spleen ?
Answer. Judge Peck, I suppose, was singled out because of his having more talent
and influence to carry scalawag influence.
Question. Was he a candidate for an office ?
Answer. lie ran for the convention, and was a member of the convention, that reformed or re-organized our State government. It was about then that he was opened
?

_

upon.

Question. Was his private character attacked ?
Answer. I think not, sir; I don't think Judge Peck's private character has ever been
attacked simply his political seni iments.
Question. Yet he had come to the South in early youth, had he not ?
Answer. He was a grown iwacticiug lawyer when he came to the South. Ho opened
a law-office when he came here.
Question. Had been here a long time thirty odd years ?
Answer. Yes, sir over forty years.
Question. I think he said forty-e.ght years ?
Anstcer. He had been in Tuscaloosa upward of thirty years.
Question. He had married South ?
Answer. Yes, sir. She was a northern lady, but they married South.
Question. Were these denunciations of Judge Peck in the paper discountenanced by,
the democratic jiarty ?
;

;

;
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Answer. Not as a party, but by his old friends and ac(i[iiaiutances iu tbeir social reI do not know tbat they ever held a meeting or organized to denounce it,
but Judge Peck's old friends there always met him on friendly terms.
Question. You do not know of any democrat discontinuing the ^yaper because Judge
lations.

Peck was

do you

vilified,

?

AiisuT): I don't know.
I presume if it liad been done I should have heard or seen
I think the paper Avould have limbed him.
in the columns about it.
Question. You have enumerated several white persons who were assassinated or mur-

something

You have not given, however, an enumeration of colored men who from time
time were killed can you give the list ? I make this inquiry because the enumeraJudge Peck included both races.
Answer. I mentioned the two negroes that were killed in the raid. There was a negro
killed in Northport I don't know his name ; I cannot give negroes' names I know one,
was killed over there.
dered.
to

;

tion of

;

Question.

By men

;

in disguise

?

Answer. I think there was one negro killed in open day by a party that fled there.
There was another negro shot at at night. He escaped, though, from his cabin. A
second negro was wounded. I do not know whether he died or not, but it was understood to be a very bad wound. The negro shot at had that day on the streets had a
light aud stabbed a white man iu a difficulty.
They had a regular tight on the street,
and that night he was assaulted, I suppose, by parties iu disguise, aud the negro shot
at, aud another one wounded.
It missed efiect upon him and hit another.
The negro
that was in the riot and killed Fiuley ran off to the county below and was killed.
Young Samuel killed the negro that I have mentioned, or at least the party with
him did. There was a negro lEilled on what was called the Foster Ferry road by a
traveler. The traveler's account was that the negro was drunk aud assaulted him. The
negro was killed, and the traveler went on, I don't know where to. I do not remember
the negro's name. There was a negro not far from my section of the country that was
whipped by three men in disguise, liurt j)retty badly, and ordered from the premises.
He said he did not know the meu. They had no disguises. He, however, got well and
prosecuted them, and two of them, I believe, proved an alihi, and the third one's case
is now pending in court.
Perhaps I could mention a case, not of killing: the owner of
the ferry on Warrior River had a negro that kept the ferry, with a cabin back of it. It
v/as understood in the neighborhood the negro Avas the ferryman, and this man behiud

him furnished the means

for a clandestine trade in cotton and corn.
The evidence was
strong that the trade Avas a pretty brisk one to the white man he was getting a good
deal througii that channel. There was a party went there one night and made the
negro move what he had in the house, his clothes, &c., aud they Iftirned down the house
with a large amount of cotton and corn in it. They did not hurt the negro, but made
him move his own goods out.
Qacstion. AVere they disguised ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I believe ihey were disguised. I believe the negro so reported.
They did not hurt him. They simply ordered him to move his duds out. They burned
up the cotton. The negro said he showed them a list of his purchases, and who he
was trading with, and told them who he was trading for; that he was a mere agent,
trading for a man behind him.
Question. You say he was not whipped ?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. What influences were brought to bear to make him make these discloBures?
Answer. He disclosed them the nest day to the negroes there.
Question. The disclosures were not made to these men ?
Answer. No, sir; we never knew who thej' were. The negro himself told the nest
day in the village that there came, he said, two or three. I an\ ])retty sure he said
they were disguised, and they asked him for whom ho was trafficking and what. He
told them for this Avhite man.
Question. Ouly two or three visited him ?
A]iswer. Yes, sir
that was the report. They told him to clear out his clothing and
trumpery, and they burned up the house.
Question. Was that a late occurrence?
Answer. It was year before last.
•
Question. Does any other case occur to you ?
Answer. A year or ttvo since a party came to freedmen that lived up above me in the
hills and made them clear out their furniture and burued their cabins.
These negroes
came down to my plantation, and they are living in my cabins.
Question. How large a party did they say there wast
Answer. They said eight or ten.
Question. Disguised?
Answer. Yes, sir j I am not sure but that was in Hale County. It is just back of me.
;

;
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came to my knowledge. Tliey charged them with stealing a Mr. Rogers's corn and
Fifer's cotton.
Qiuntion. Were (he negroes whipped?
Answer. No, sir fonr of them came to my house next day, and I fnrnished them
cabins, and two of theui are living there now. One of them said they strnck him on
Lis head, I think, with a pistol. They were ordering them to get out their things, and
ho did not move fast enough to suit him, and he struck him. He did not cut the skin,
but struck him a blow. I do not remenjber any other matters. I don't know how
many negroes I have testified to there that were killed.
Queslion. I a\ ould like you to separate, if you can, from private assassinations, the
case of outrage committed by bands of men one or more, so as to have them distinct
and separate to know how many occurrences of that kind there have been.
Answer. Well, the Miller case; there was a band of men there, as I have stated.
Ifc

Mr.

;

—

—

Quesiioii.

MiUer was murdered?

Answer. Yes, sir. In the r.iid about the negroes, where they killed the two negroes,
there was a band of men. There were said by the negro who saw the troop, where
young Samuel was killed, to be eight or ten. When Simpson was killed there was a
number of the negroes about the place. I think Simpson's wife got a glance at them;
there were six or eight men th; re. I cannot recollect whether in any other killing it
was by a band or not, now.
Qucsiion, You may go on and specify the whippiugs inflicted by two or more men.
Answer. I have mentioned one case where three men whipped a negro who had indicted them that was near me; just in the other county. There was a negro whipped
by three or four men near me, in Hale County Handy Hardwick. I do not remember
any other case of whipping, simply.
Question. Those were all instances where the outrage was inflicted by men in disguise?
Answer. Yes, sir those cases, I think, were by men in disguise. The four cases of
Miller, the raid on the two negroes, young Samuel and Simpson, the case of whipping
by three men, who are now indicted, and the case of Handy Hardwick.
Question. Yes, sir; you mean that those are the only cases where you have any information on the point as to the men being disguised?
Answer. Yes, sir. Those other killing cases I have mentioned were personal matters,
in open daylight. Well, Simpson's was in open daylight. The parties that killed
Simi)son were not in disguise. I ought to make that correction. I think liis wife's
account was that thej- were not disguised. She got a sight of the men, and that is my
recollection. I suppose that is the case Judge Peck refers to, where a man was going
along the road with his wife and was killed.

—

;

—

;

By

Mr. Blair
A white man?
:

Question.

Answer. Yes,
Question.

sir.

Do you remember

Answer. They were

them

;

all

his politics?

democrats

— these parties indicted

;

they have never convicted

and Simpson was a democrat.

By the Chairman:
Question. Did you ever yourself see any of these disguised men?
Answer. Yes, sir; I saw oncjjight coming from out below me in Hale County—I|am
not very far from the line below me I saw a party of disguised men on horseback.
Question. When was that ?
Answer. That was about two years ago.
Question. You may describe the circumstances under which you saw them, and what
they were doing, and how large a number.
Ansrccr. There were six or eight of them they were traveling down the road; they
were on the public road.

—

;

Question.

Did you meet them

Answer. Yes,
Question.

Answer. No,
Question.

sir.

Well,

Did they halt

I

?

passed them in the road.

?

sir.

No communication

j)assed

between you

?

Answer. They were talking to each other; thej' did not seem to pay any attention to
me. Th^ truth is, my horse was a little frightened; they had something covering their
horses that frightened my horse, and he sheered out of the road.
Question. Did they address any remark to yon ?
Answer. I do not think tliej' spoke to me. There was some remark about my horse:
" H«ld on," or "Be careful; " something about my horse sheering out; that I might be
thrown.
Question. How far were you from home ?
Answer. 1 suppose it was five or six miles from my plantation.
Question. You did not, of course, recognize any one ?
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sir.

Did you bear of any mischief

<,>ucstion.

Answer. No,

1985

inflicted that night ?

sir.

You don't know on wliat errand they were?

Question.

—

Answer. No, sir; I never heard. Well, there were other- jiarties I heard of the
party I heard of others who saw them but I do not think they did anything that
night. I never heard that they did.
Question. Did you hear that they united with any other party ?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Did you bear of any visit they made that night to any house?
Answer. No, sir. It is about six miles off, and out of my neigborliood, and betweei:
there and my neighborhood there is not much conmiunication. The next day in thii
village, near where I lived, I heard of other parties who saw them.
Question. Were they armed ?
Answer. No arms were exposed.
Question. Their horses were disguised ?
Answer. Yes, sir there was a little sheet over them, about like a blanketed horse.
Question. You had heard of disguised men riding through the country at night belbrc
that ?
Ans^ver. I had heard a great deal of Ku-Klux and bands of that kind but in my
section of the country there had been nothing of the sort.
Question. Had you heard of any Ku-Klux parties in Tuscaloosa County before that.
night f
Answer. None other than I have given here.
Question. Had those all occuri-ed before that night that you have given ?
Answer. No, sir the most of them had occurred the raid had occurred the Crosslaud difficulty had occurred; the Miller difficulty had occurred. They were at an
earlier day.
Maybe Simpson was killed before that. I am sure he was.
Question. Is that the only time you ever saw men in disguise?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Did you ever see them afterward ?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Did you hear of them afterward parading through the country?
Ansiver. No, sir.
Question. Or out on expeditions?
Answer. No, sir it was after that after I had seen these men down in Hale County—
that those negroes, now living with me, moved out of their cabins. Two cabins were
burned up they were up above there about the Hale County line.
Question. You heard of similar Ku-Klux outrages in Hale County ?
Answer. In Hale I heard much about the Blackford difficulties the probate judge.
Question. Was that the only difficulty yon heard of in Hale County"?
Answer. Last spring, not a great way below me, a man's house was assailed one
night I cannot give his name but he fued in the crowd and there was a negro dead
there next morning in disguise. I heard of that case.
Question. Yon say the negro was in disguise ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. In Hale County ?
Answer. Y'es, sir. The Blackford difficulty or matter is connected with a good many
cases. They went Ku-Kluxing there once, I understood, for Blackford. I do not
know much about that affair. He was run off, or resigned and went oft'.

—

;

;

;

—

;

;

—

;

;

—

—

—

By Mr. Blair
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We

Question.
have heard all about it.
Ansiver. I do not know a great deal about
in there after him.

By

Chairman
You have now

the

Question.

Hale County

it,

but

I

understood the Ku-Klux weuJ

:

stated

all

the cases of Ku-Kluxing you have heard of

ir

?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.
I do not pretend to give the particulars of Blackford's case.
1
heai'd of the Ku-Klux going in there once or twice.
Question. But you have heard of no other persons being the objects of their vengeance
in Hale County except Blackford ?
Ansiver. I mentioned those negroes that lived with me, who were burned out.
I

know

of no other cases than those I have mentioned.
Question. Your county, Tuscaloosa, corners on Greene ?
Answer. Yes, sir; the river divides us.
Question. Ever heard of Ku-Klux disturbances in Greene Couutj* ?
Answer. I have heard of a good deal of disturbance there. There was a

meeting

distnrl)ed,

125

A.

and pistol-shooting,

in

which Hays and others

figured.

politiciii
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Qncshon. You refer to the disturbance at Eutaw ?
Annwcr. Yes, sir.
QiKslioii. Leaving that out of the question, and also the murder of Boyd, have you
heard of any other disturbance in Greene County by Ku-Klux?
Answer. I do not remember any.
Question. Have you heard of the riding of disguised men at night in the county of

Greene?

Ansiver. No, sir.
Question. You are joined on the west by Pickens County?
Ansxver. Yes, sir.
Question. Have you heard of Ku-Klux outrages in that county?
Ansicer. No, sir ; I don't know anything about that.
Question. Have you never heard of any Ku-Klux outrages in Pickens?

Answer. I do not

remember any.

Question. Never heard of the riding at night by disguised men through the county?
Ansiver. No, sir; I do not remember any Ku-Kluxing in Pickens that I over heard of.

I

was going
Question.

to tell you of a case in
well.

Very

Bibb County, which

Answer. There was a case occurred there
stood

was

at night.

is

on the east of me.

— a party shot and wounded — which I under-

Question. By disguised men?
Answer. I do not think much that it was. The parties all knew each other. They
are all now in court on both sides. I do not think there was any disguise, because
»very party was identified. They were shooting both ways.
Question. Fayette County ioinsTuscaloosa, I believe, on the northwest?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Have you heard of any Kn-Klux outrages in that county ?
Answer. I have heard about Fayetteville there. I recollect when the court was in
session, some time ago, it was said the Ku-Klux rode through the town. That was
published in our papers. I only know what is published in the papers from those

points.
Question.

Did you never hear of any murders and whipiiing by disguised men

iii

those counties?

Ansiver. I heard of some murders there. A man named Trawick was shot up there
by some one from the wayside, as he traveled along the road. I knew Trawick perAnd an old gentleman, like the Wilson case I mentioned, said to be quite a
wealthy man, having a treasure about his house this house was assailed, and he was
killed for robbery. I forget his name. I do not remember any other cases that
occurred in Fayette County.
Question. Have you heard of no cases of whipping in Fayette?
Answo: No, sir I never heard of any.
Question. How is it with Walker County on the north of you? You are joined, I
believe, on the north by Walker County?
Answer. There was a killing there. A gentleman rode between two one young man
rode to another's house in the neighborhood of the county seat, and shot him in open

sonally.

—

;

;

daylight

—killed him.

Question. I

of that kind?

Answer. No,

speak particularly of outrages at night

;

have you heard of any cases

sir.

How

is it with Jefferson, east of you ?
never heard of any in Jefferson, sir.
Question. Or in Shelby?
Answer. I don't remember of any in Shelby that I have heard of.
Question. Yon have made no memorandum nor loaded your memory with these
crimes when committed, and you njay have forgotten many cases that have occurred ?
Answei: Yes, sir; if I had time I might recall a case or two that have occurred but
If I had time I might enlarge this list.
I have gone over all, I think.
Question. Did you know before coming here upon what jjoints you were to be ex-

Question.

Answer.

I

;

amined

?

Answer. No, sir I did not know that I would ever come here until I got to Meridian.
I did not know where this counuittee was meeting.
A gentleI was going to Mobile.
man told me there he had handed my name to the committee, and at the Ragsdale I
attemi)te,d to find out about it.
I met General Blair and told liim I was on tlie way to
Mobile, and my name had been handed in, and if I were to come before the committee
at all I wanted to go from the Mobile road to Aberdeen, and did not want to go home
and be summoned before the committee. 'I went on to Aberdeen and brought my niece
down. I had gone after her, and came down and landed her with her relations, and
came heio this morning.
Question. Did you understand you were to be called specially to contradict Judge
;

Peck

?
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Ansiver. The gentleman who spoke to me I think his name was Cobh
Question. A hxwyer in Livingston '
Ai>swer. No, sir
I think ho is a brother of the lawyer
a farmer, I think a distant
acqn:iiutance of mine. He told me he had handed
name in. He told me there had
;

my

—

—

been some testimony from Tuscaloosa that JudgePeck and Judge Mudd, and some
others from that section, had been before the committee, and he had handed in my
name. Sunday morning I went to meet General Blair, and tcdd him I understood my
name was in, and I was going to Mol)ile and thence to Aberdeen, and 1 did not want
to go on home and then be summoned back to the committee. I knew from Cobb that
Judge Pick had been before the committee, and afterward I asked General Blair
about it; and I learned from General Blair that Judge Pecli had made a pretty strong
case against us. Cobb, I think, lives in the country. The man I speak of is a brother
of the lawyer you spoke of.
Question. How many white repnblicans have you in Tuscaloosa County that vote the
;

republican ticket ?
Answer. I don't know. The vote would not indicate what proportion were white or
colored people voting republican. There is no data by which I could arrive at that.
Question. 1 did not know but j'ou were sufficiently acquainted with the condition of
parties in the county ?
Answer. Ott' in that section north of Tuscaloosa, in the mountains, east of where the
Miller and Davis parties are, there arc a good many republicans.
Question. ?Iow many men of northern birth, living in Tuscaloosa, have you who vote
the republican ticket!
Answer. Well, I don't know^ I could name a number, but I could not tell you all.
Question. Are there any outside of the office-holders?
Answer. Yes,, sir there are a good many outside of the office-holders.
Question. From the North ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Who vote the republican ticket?
Answer. Y'es, sir.
Question. How many do you think who hold no office or have not in the past held
;

office?

Answer. Eeally, I do not know. I could make out a pretty full list if I had time.
Question. Do you think there are a dozen ?
Aitswtr. O, yes, there are more than that.
Question. You say your brother votes the republican ticket ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Has he ever held office under the State or General Government since reconstruction

?

Ansiver. No, sir; no political office ; no Government office.
Question. If the employers of negroes sought to control their votes you
likely to know the fact?
Ausicer. Out of my neighborhood I would not be likely to know it.
Question. Even in your neighborhood you could not know unless you
at the time and were a witness to the intlueuce?

would not be
were present

Answer. No. I judge of my neighborhood by the circumstance that the negroes generally go in a body and ride the nuiles of the proprietors.
Question. Do you know that all the negroes in your neighborhood vote the republican

ticket ?
A7iswer. Yes, sir; I do not think there is a negro— well, there is an old negro on
place don't vote at all. If he voted at all I su[»pose he would vote the democratic
ticket.
He is an old man and don't go to the elections.
Question. Is that the only exception?
Answer. That is the only one I know of. He did vote the republican ticket early

my

after the war.
Question. Are there

County

any colored men who vote the democratic ticket

in Tuscaloosa

?

sir
about the city I have understood there are.
Qiuistion. How considerable a number?
Answer. Since the election in which the democrats prevailed in the county, I have
imderstood that a number of negroes would. I heard it stated in Tuscaloosa the other
day that Donahue, one of the candidates there, would get a hundred colored votes in
Tuscaloosa City.
Question. He is a democratic candidate for what ?
He lives in the city. We were canvassing the prospect, and
Ansicer. For assessor.
one gentleman said he was satisfied one hundred, or perhaps one hundred and ten,
would vote for Donahue.
Question. At what election did the democrats first succeed?
Anstver. About three years ago.
Question. Have they held the supremacy ever since ?

Answer. Yes,

;
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Ansrver. Yes, sir.

Quculmi. And the uegro vote is ou the increase?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. lu that election, you say, the registered vote was in favor of the white

men

?

Anstver. The whites preponderated ou the register, hut not many votes.
In that vote
the line was sharply marked. I think every uegro iu the county voted the republican
ticket iu that vote. I never heard of one otherwise. The democrats carried the
county, and since then I know at Tuscaloosa Donahue got the vote I spoke of, and a
great many, of course, changed.
Question. Did they vote the entire democratic ticket, or siuiiily for him ?
An8ive7\ We had no legislator, just the sherift' and tax assessor, &c.
The sheriff, I
understood, would get as many votes as Douahue.
Question. The presumption is that they voted the entire democratic ticket ?
Answer. Yes, sir, I presume so.
Question. This influence was in Tuscaloosa?
Answer. Yes, sir it was at that box. I do not kuow whether they lived in the city.
Question. You do not know what influences were brought to bear among those
negroes ?
Answer. Not at all. I only know iu my neighborhood the negroes go to the poll on
the proprietors' mules, and wlicn it is a busy time we want them to vote near home so
as to lose no time, but they will go to town, and we let them have our mules. I aupI don't know about other neighX>o8e there is no intimidation in that neighborhood.
borhoods.
;

By Mr. Blair
•

:

Question. You can speak from information.
Ansiver. From information I have never heard of

anything of the kind iu the other

neighborhoods.

By the Chairman
Do you suppose
:

the negroes would be likely to come to you with their comhad been practiced, you being id(;ntifled with the
iu
with it; if this species of duress had been brought
and
sympathy
democratic party
to bear upon them, would they go to you with their grievances ?
but if the negroes that lived with me had
Anstver. I do not suppose they would
been interfered with in voting I am sure I should have heard of it and they, every
Question.

plaints if that species of coercion

;

;

one, except this old negro, voted he did not vote at all.
Question. Your attention was called to an observation of Judge Peck in his testimony,
that, in his opinion, the democratic party sympathized with the Ku-Klux organization.
Did you controvert that ? Did I understand you to controvert that statement of
;

Judge Peck?
Answer. I intended to controvert it.
Question. In what terms ?
Ansiver. I do not remember just what I said about that.
You are satistied, I suppose, of the existence,
Question. I ask you, then, this question
from time to time in your county, of bodies of disguised men that are popularly called
:

Ku-Klux

?

Answer. Not of an orgauized body. I am satisfied of this, that o<'casionally there
occurs something here, and men in the neighborhood around do get up and do what I
have told you. I do not think there is any regularly organized body. I am not aware
of it further if there is, that communicate with each other in reference to tlieir organization.
Question.

Do. you believe that these men belong to one political organization, or that
they come indiscriminately from both political organizations ?
Answer. I think young Samuel was a radical, for instance, who went out and was
killed.
Question. You say his father
Ansiver. His father was, and

was

?

he lived with his father.
information have you that he was a radical ?
Amwcr. I have heard that he was a radical, and ought to know, because I know a
great deal of him. I have heard that he was with his father since this thing was
bpoken of. but I never heard of any one who could jKjiut to a vote of his, for he has not
been voting but a little while. He lived with his father iu the store, and tlie impression was he was a radical I know his father is a radical. The case of Miller I have
mentioned that was killed. Young Miller, I presume, was a radical because his father
was a radical and he lived with him.
Qn^:8tion. You have no other reason for inferring that either young Samuel or young
Miller were radicals, except the fact that their fathers voted the republican ticket ?
Qui'stion.

What

;

—
;
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Anstver. I have no other in the Miller case
but in the Samuel case I have heard
otlKTS say tliat he was a radical.
Question. Do you know that these two young men belonged to a Kti-Klux organ;

ization ?
Ansiver. No, sir.
Question. Do you
-

Klux oiganization

know

that any republican belongs or ever did belong to any Ku-

?

Anszver. No, sir.
Question. Did you ever hear of a republican belonging to that organization?
Answer. I do not recollect of hearing it, sir.
Question. Have you not often hcaixl that that organization was formed exclusively

'

within the democratic party ?
Ansivcr. I do not remember to hp^ve heard that, sir. The organization, or the KuKlux, prevailed where the counti-y has but very few others than democrats, and I presume, of course, to get up those bodies they would be democrats.
Question. What is your information as to the objects of the oi'der known as the Kn-

Klux Klan ?

Jwswer. I don't know, sir, what it is, if there be such a Klan
if they have an
organized written law, or anything of the kind, I have never seen it or heard of it
what their purpose is I don't know, nor anything about it.
Question. Did you never hear the oath, the obligation which members of that order
;

take?
Aiisivei:

No,

sir.

Never read of

it in the newspapers or elsewhere?
sure I never saw it.
Question. Did you ever converse with any man who admitted he was a member of
that order ?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Did you ever converse with a man you had reason to believe was a member
of that organization ?
Answer. No, sir.
Queation. You believe that the organization, wherever it has had an existence, was a
political organization, and one of its objects was to promote the success of the democratic party and defeat the republicans ?
Answer. I think in some sections, from what I have seen in the papers, that thac
organization was, perhaps, political in my section of the State I don't think it was
I don't think in my section of the State there is an organization
I think that these
cases I speak of grow out of some neighborhood matter, and surrounding parties
gather up and do what is done, without reference to an organization at all. The indications are that in some sections there is an organization that is political but I do

Question.

Answer. No,

sir

;

I

am

;

;

;

;

not know.

Question. What sections?
Ansiver. I refer to those cases that occurred, for instance, in North Carolina, and
South Carolina, and in Louisiana there are cases that the papei's report they do not
report any such cases in Alabama, at least I have never seen them ; if there was a
Ku-Klux organization heie or intended to be so to affect politics.
Question. Your conviction has l)eeu strengthened that there was such an organization
in North Carolina and South Carolina, I suppose, since the exposures by the committees of investigation and by the investigations in Judge Bond's court ?
Answer. Well, yes, it has. What I have seen in the papers published in the last
year or so, or a few months, within the last year I might say, seemed to indicate that
there were organizations in those States.
Question. Is it not your information that the organization in North Carolina and
South Carolina dress just like these bauds in Alabama who appear from time to time
disguised like them?
Ansiver. I do not know anything about that. I do not remember to have noticed
anything of that, sir. The question of the disguise of this organization I do not
remember to have ever noticed at all.
Question. You never noticed what the character of the disguise was ?
;

;

Answer. No,

sir.

Question. You can only speak authoritatively, then, on the subject of disguise on
what you have seen yourself?
Answer. I saw oue party, the Hale County party, as I told yon six or eight men in

—

disguise.
Question.

Do you

recollect

whether their heads were ornamented with horns?
all had hats, but nothing

Answer. No, sir; they had on the ordinary hat, sir; they
of that sort.
Question.

Were

their bodies enveloped with robes?
it was a sort of hunting-jacket, or loose jacket, that hung over them.
Keaching down pretty low ?

Answer. Yes;
Question.

1990
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Answer. It reached clown to the feet, I think.
QnesUon. Any masks on their faces?
Answer. I did not see any masks.
Question. Did yon see their natural faces?
I do not know whether their faces were painted, or
Ansivcr. I could not at night.
whether they were changed or not. It was some time after night. I had been down
to a tan-yard in Hale.
Question. Do you think there were masks on their faces?
Answer. I presume there were.

Why?

Question.
Ansieer. I do not suppose they would disguise their horses with these sheets and
their bodies with these robes, without disguising their features.
Question. If they wore hats, could not you say whether their faces were disguised or

not?
Answer. No,

sir

;

I

saw they wore hats I am pretty sure they wore hats. My horse
I saw those robes
to all appearances they were wearing
;

dodged out of the way, and

;

the ordinary hats.

Did you scrutinize their appearance closely?
Answer. I was more occupied with my horse he had run in the bushes a little.
Question. Were you alarmed at the appearance of these men ?
Ansiver. Not at all I did not suppose they would hurt me.
Question. You knew at once they Were Ku-Kliix I
Ansiver. I supposed they were; they were disguised men, and I siipposed they were
what they called Ku-Klux.
Question. You had heard of such disguised bodies of men in your county before that?
Answer. This was in Hale County. About that time, I n-ckon, I had heard of these
raids in the Greensborough or Blackford difficulties.
Question. If these men are oath-bound, and have sworn to protect each other, and
have been engaged in ^iolation8 of law, thei'e is a very strong presun)])tion that if
any member should find his way upon a grand jury he would not take special i)ains
Question.

;

;

to convict himself or his comrades, sir?

Answer. I suppose not if he was sworn not to do it, of course.
Question. Then if they or their friends or sympathizers found their way on the grand
juries of the county, it is not probable that bills of indictment would be found against
members of that organization for any outrages committed hj it?
Answer. A man who would bind himself by such an oath would adhere to it wherever he would go, sir.
Question. That would prevent the courts, as a general thing, would it not, from investigation and punishment of these outrages?
Answer. I should think so. If a party was sworn to commit outrages and conceal
them, they would of course abide their oath, I reckon.
Question. And if there was such an organization, it would be a little dangerous for
any man who was in its secrets to inform upon them oi- become a witness before the
grand jury, or to take any active steps to put a stop to these outras;es, would it not ?
Ansiver. Tiiat would depend upon the character of the men. If they were a set of
;

desperadoes

I

suppose

it

would bo very dangerous.

Question. Would not the instinct of self-preservation, too, make them regard as an
to be put out of the way any one who should attempt to discover their secrets
and bring them to justice?
Answer. Yes I think men that would take an oath to commit outrages and conceal
them, and protect each other in them, might do almost anything you speak of that
you allude to. I do not see what they would stop at at all.
Question. Have you heard that the members of this Ku-KIux organization do take an
oath, upon their initiation, to stand by each other, and to defend each other, and to
carry out the decrees of their council, and obey their chief, &c. ? Have yon understood
that these are parts of the obligation which tlaey take upon themselves ?
Ansivcr. I have never heard anytiiing directly about the oath.
I understood you had
before your committee agentlenjau in Meridian told me you had before your committee a man that spoke of the oath, that he had seen it.
I do not know that it transpired
what it was. I heard a gentleuian speaking of that perhaps this same man, Cobb, told
me about it that the Ku-Klux committee had got a man in Gainesville or Livingston

enemy

;

—

—

;

;

was an oath

he had seen it and taken it. That is the only case I
recollect to have heard of. I know the idea prevails that there is an organization and
that they are Tinder oath, and all that sort of thing.
Question. You say there is such an idea prevailing ?
Answer. In those States I spoke of. I don't think there is any such idea in my section
of country, or any section of Alabama.
Question. Is there no idea prevailing in your county that these bands of men who
aave committed these murders and whippings are bound together by an oath?
Answer. I don't think that is the impression with those I have heard speak.

to say that there

;
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tbe impressiou that tliey are extemporized for this particular purfor the particular occasions.
your idea that these bauds originate wholly in the vicinity of the out-

sir

Qnestion. Is it
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;

rages ?
Aiisiver. In some of these cases where the negroes whose houses were burned came to
me, the impression was that those parties came from Hale, Bibb, and Perry; they all
corner pretty close together.
Qnestion. How is it supposed that people living in those different counties would bo
interested in driving those negroes from their home when they did not live anywhero
in that neighborhood ?
Answer. Yes those negroes lived right on the county line. Rogers, whose corn thoy
charged him Avith stealing, lived in Hale County. Fifer, whose cotton they were
charged with stealing, lived near the line of Perry County above. The presumption
was that they had come from Perry, or Hale, or both.
;

Question. How far distant?
Ansicer. Rogers is some four miles above me, and the negroes were right in his neighborhood, and they might have been gotten up from near Rogers. He is in Hale, close
to Perry County.
Qnestion. Passing to other outrages, is it supposed that the men who committed them
lived in the immeiliate neighborhood or came from a distance?
Ansirer. One of those negroes, Handy Hard wick, lived just over the line in Tuscaloosa County. I am not sure but I have got ihat negro's name wrong now Andy
Hardw^ick but the negro I refer to said they had whipped him because he had gone
over into Hale County and voted, and the presumption was that the parties came
from Hale County that they told him he had gone to Hale County and voted at au
election, when he belonged to the county above
and they whipped him for it. That
is his storj\
The in-esumption is that they came from Hale County. In that case
gone
down
to
election.
Andy had
the
I don't know whether he voted.
He was in
the confederate war, and was quite a tactician. He Avould organize men, and he had
gone down with about two hundred armed negroes, but outside of the court-house
somewhere they stacked tb'eir arms and went into the city quietly and did not do any
harm. Whether Handy voted or not I do not know but soon after he came home
some parties came and said he had gone down and voted. He had been a kind of military man, and took others down. They whijjped him for that. The presumption was
that they came from Hale County. That is the reason parties from other counties
came into Tuscaloosa County. These were the reasons given by the negroes them-

—

—

;

;

;

selves.
Question. Because the olFense had been committed in
Ansiver. Yes, sir.
Qnestion. What distance did that party come ?

another county

?

Answer. The country is settled pretty densely there they may have made up a
party pretty near by, or they might have come from some distance oft".
Qnestion. Has it not been tbe case, as far as your knowledge extends, that where
men have been visited at night by these parties in disguise, and whipped or killed,
that the men whipped or killed were republicans or radicals?
Ansivcr. Well, sir, the negroes that have been wl)ipped or killed are presumed to be
republicans, of course. I think the negroes are all republicans in my county, that
have been whipped or killed but the only radicals that I know of tbat have been
killed by violence in our county are these one I only presume to be a radical, youug
Miller and Cros.sland was a radical or republican. Those two, I thiuk
;

;

;

;

By Mr. Blair

:

Qnestion. And Samuels ?
Ansiver. And youug Samuel, I think, was a radical. The other cases, almost
the killing cases, a large majority of them, had originated in personal quarrels.

By

the

Question.

Chairman

of

:

But they were not

Answer. No,

all

killed

by men

in disguise

?

sir.

Question. I will limit my inquiry to cases of killing and scourging by men banded
together in disguise do you know an instance where a democrat has been tVus punished?
Answer. The only disguise cases I know of are this of Miller Crossland was waylaid I don't know whether by a party in disguise or not, and the raid that came in
and took that negro I took it for granted that negro was a radical.
Those are the
only cases of disguise. In Simpson's case I have uudei'stood they were no^ disguised
and the young man that killed that Cernian,
bis wife said they were not disguised
Frankenhaus, were not disguised and some other cases I forget now.
There was a
concealment in the case of Crossland, which was equivalent to a disguise. I have
;

—

;

—

;

;

;

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

1992

iiuderatood tliat the parties who killed Miller were said to be disj^nised, though
nobody could tell nobody was with Miller at the time. His father was not with him.
I have always understood he was taken up alone on the road.
Question. Yon have heard, I suppose, about the two colored men that were taken out
of jail at Livingston by bauds of men in disguise, and nuirdered ?
Ansuwr. Yes, sir. I, however, don't know that I ever heard of that until within the
This gentleman from Livingston I met alhidcd to those cases. If they
fast ten days.
were published in the paper I would see them if they were not I would not see them.
Wherever
I do not remember whether I heard of them before very recently or not.
those cases got into the papers, and the yiapers publish them generally, I saw them.
I take both our city papers, and a few other papers through the State.
Qiiealwn. You have heard of some disturbances in Marengo County ?
Anstvcr. Yes, sir and have seen some in the paper.
;

;

;

About Demopolis and Linden

Question.

Answet: Yes,

?

sir.

Question. You have understood that bauds of men in disguise have been doing their
in that county ?
Answer. I do not know that I ever saw it stated in that form whether it was a band
of men in disguise. 1 think it was said that at Demopolis there were bands of men,
but I do not remember whether they were in disguise. I take it for granted. They
were put down as Ku-Klux, and they are usually understood to be in disguise. I only
know what the prints published.
Question. Has it not occurred to you as very remarkable that there should be so
many instances of outrage in tbe different counties, by men disguised, unless there be
a general organization in the State ?
Anstver. I do not know. Senator Pratt. In my early recollections of this country, in
the old times, in '37, there was a great deal of that sort of thing went on imder the
lynch appellation. I don't think there was an organization, though. We used to have
a great deal of lynching through Mississippi and Alabama in the early days and if I
might make a precedent of it, I should say, w4th that precedent ahead of it, this
case is not so remarkable. It shows a state of things in a country where there is a
great deal of violence such as existed then. In that case I do not think there was a
pervading organization, and it may be done the same here in these cases, and there
may be an organization. I know nothing of the fact. I know in my section of country we do not believe that there is there any organized body. I have served, since I
went into the county, on two or three panels of grand jurors, and the indications
were that they were ready to indict any party that violated the law.
Question. Did they indict any of the Ku-Klux when you were on the grand jury ?
Answer. There was not a Ku-Klnx case reported, I do not think, when I was on the
grand jury. There were the raids and Crossland's case that preceded my service on the
grand jury. While the military was there for a year, I was on the grand jury once or
twice. There were cases of killing we found, but I do not remember.
Question. Have you ever known a Ku-Klux to be brought to trial and punished iu
your county, or in any other county ?
Answer. This man Lovejoy, that was in the raid and shot, Avould be put down as a
Ku-Klnx that killed the two negroes. Joy would have been arrested if be had not
been killed by Miller. The grand jury had indicted him. The writ was in the sheriff 's
hands. Mayfield I am not sure of the name it was one of the party who lived over
That was the most stirriug raid we
in that county, was indicted, and left the State.
ever had there, and these three parties were out, and indicted.
Question. Are those the onlj^ cases you can specify of indictment ?
Anstver. If the Simpson case was of that character, there are two parties indicted

work

—

;

—

—

for killing Simpson.
Question. That, I understood, was not in daylight
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And the men were not disguised ?

Answer.

I

?

do not suppose they were.

don't regard that as a Ku-Klux case?
Answer. There was nobody present but Simpson. If they intended to kill
that was, however.
Question.

You

know how

By Mr. Rice

—I do not

:

Question. Your attention was called, by General Blair, to a statement of Judge Peck
in regard to northern men settling in Tuscaloosa who w^ero republicans, as to whether
they would be discriminated against iu business ; did not the men you mentioned settle
*here long prior to the war ?
Answer. Some of them did, and some not very long.
Question. All before the war?
Ans^cer. All before the war.
Question. Were any of them republicans?
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Snow was a republican.
Are there any cases of men settling there since the war, who are republi-

Answer. Dr.
Qaestio7i.

cans, who arc prospering in business ?
Ansiccr. I do not know. I do not remember whether there are any natives. The
business in many departments of merchandise there is absorbed by Germans and Jews;
they are foreigners, or of foreign birth.
Question. In your opinion, would a republican lawyer from the North, or a republican
physician, succeed well in Tuscaloosa ?
Answer. Yes, sir if he was thought to be the best lawyer he would get the cases.
Question. Take an average ?
Ansiver. If you put a northern lawyer or any man from any of the other States there,
and he was considered no better than the home lawyer, then the home lawyer would
;

be taken.
Question.

a northern

You would not discriminate against him because he was a republican and

man ?

—

Answer. I don't think they would if the man was not foreign was considered the
best lawyer, he would get the business.
Question. The point is, whether they would discriminate against him because he was
a republican and a northern man ?
Answer. They would take the home lawyer if they thought the home lawyer was
equal to him there is no doubt about that. They would take the home man over any
man from any other State Tennessee, or Virginia, or anything; but if the talent lay
on the other side, whether he was republican or not, they would employ him. And I
believe if Judge Peck were off of the bench to-day, and would put uv) an oiiice in Tuscaloosa, with all he has stated here, he would get one side of every big case tried in
;

—

;

Tuscaloosa County.

Columbus, Mississippi, November

WILEY HARGROVE
By
-

(colored)

Chairman:
Where do you

11, 1871.

sworn and examined.

the

Question.

live

?

Answer. I live on Mr. Eggleston's plantation, five miles from here, down in the
bottom, or close to the bottom five long ones too, as sure as you are born.
Question. Were you in the war?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. State whether you have ever seen the Ku-Klux ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I have, and felt them too.
Question. You may tell tliis committee whether you were ever visited at your house
by the Ku-Klux, taken out and whipped ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I was visited as cold a night as was last winter; and they took me
out and whipped me, and my wife, too.
Question. How many of them came?
Answer. Four men came to the house after me, and about a quarter of a mile from
my house, in a pine thicket, there were four more; and they took me right out of bed
and carried me out there and stretched me out on the cold, icy frost, and stripped me
and whipped me; that is what they done.
Question. Did they have any disguises on?

—

Answer. Yes,
Question.

sir.

Gowns

or frocks on

?

Answer. Yes, sir; something to go over the face and nearly down to the feet, so I
could not know them; and they talked outlandish, like those out-country people.
Question. Where did they say they came from?
Answer. They said they came from betwixt the moon and the seven stars. I asked
them where they lived, and the moon was shining. They said, "Our home is betwixt
the moon and the seven stars."
Question. What did they tell you they had come to see you for?
Answer. They said, "You damned old crippled sou of a bitch, you could walk four
miles on that staff" (I had this same staff) "to vote against me, and I am going to
whip you for it." And he says, "What sort of a ticket did you vote?" I said, "I
voted the republican ticket." He says. "God danm you, didn't you know you didn't
have to vote against me?" I says, "They gave me the ticket, and I voted it because I
thought it was right." He says, " God damn you, we are going to let you know you
were not right, and we are going to give you hell to pay for it."> And they whipped
rae on this side and this one.
Question. You might state if
Answer, Yes, sir.

you have

lost

your

left leg.

